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Draper,  who  will 
be  70  m  (^tober,  told 
trustees  his  decision 
to  retire  is  borne  out 
of  his  "love  for 
Life  Way"  and  his 
"commitment  to  do 
what  is  best"  for  the 
orgaiuzation  amd  its 
Kingdom  miiustiy. 
Februa^  2006  wul 
mark  his  15tt\  year  as 
^president,  £md  he  stat¬ 
ed  it  is  time  for  new 
leadership. 

"We  are  seeing  a 
great  response  in  our 
effort  to  connect  with 
younger  leaders 
across  our  denonuna- 
tion,"  he  said,  "and 
we  need  a  younger 
man  who  can  lead  this 
orgcmization  to  con¬ 
tinue  tiiat  trend.  The 
;  yoimger  leaders  are 
ready  to  be  Kingdom 
leaders,  and  LireWay 
nts.  should  reflect  a  full  commitment  to  partner 
in  our  witii  them  as  they  follow  God's  call, 
person  "We  need  a  youneer  man  with  great 
ctpres-  vision,  one  who  will  not  rest  upon  the 
I  to  the  great  resources  of  this  organization  and 
iss  His  maintain  the  status-  quo.  We  need  a 
ciskall  younger  man  who  sees  future  possibili- 
mittee.  ties  through  God's  eyes.  We  need  a 
ifeWay  younger  man  who  can  guide  Life  Way  to 
;  world  be  a  relevant  resource  for  the  church  for 

_ _ d.  decades  to  come  as  the  church  faces 

committee  wiU  begin  accepting  tumultuous  cultural  times.  One  thing  is 
and  recommendatitKis  immediately,  certain:  We  cannot  become  what  we  need 
Deadline  for  having  to  be  by  staying  the  way  we  are." 
applications  to  searoi  Draper  said  the  next  president  must  lead 
committee  Chairman  LifeWay  to  engage  six  strategic  challenges 
Rick  Evans  is  April  15,  as  LifeWay's  ministry  moves  de^r  into 
and  can  be  sent  to  his  the  21st  century.  Draper  said  LifeWay  must: 

^attention  at  Dalraida  •  Continue  to  grow  in  its  understanding 
Baptist  Church,  3838  that  it  is  a  Kingdom  enterprise. 

Wares  Ferry  Road,  •  Intensify  its  effort  to  have  a  greater 
Montgomery,  AL  spiritual  impact  in  the  SBC  and  in  the  U.S. 
36109.  Draper  said  an  •  Continue  to  attract  and  retain  the  best 
approximate  timeline  and  brightest  people  in  order  to  sustain 
is  rOT  the  corrunittee  to  and  grow  the  mirustry  and  business, 
bring  a  candidate  to  •  Operate  profitably  in  order  to  remain 
die  full  board  at  its  a  strong  ministry  and  to  continue  being  a 
next  meeting  cwi  S«)t.  viable  competitor  in  the  marketplace. 

12-13  in  Nashville,  •  Champion  Southern  Baptist  doctrines 
with  the  intention  of  and  values  and  be  a  unifymg  force  that 
approving  the  candi-  pulls  Southern  Baptists  forward  and 
date  as  president-elect,  togetiier  as  a  denomination. 

Draper  said  he  •  Become  successful  at  capital  fundraising, 
will  work  .  side-by-  recognizing  that  there  are  a  number  of  min- 
side  with  the  presi-  istry  opportunities  available  to  LifeWay 


NASHyiLLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local  reports)  to  incredible  growfo  in 
—  Trustees  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  every  sense  otthe  word, 
will  immediately  begin  the  search  for  a  new  "He  has  demonstrat- 
president  following  the  February  7  ed  die  ideal  role  model 
aimouTKfement  by  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  diat  he  as  a  pastor  and  leader 
plans  to  retire  from  the  position  effective  of  one  our  convention's 
February  1, 2006.  The  search  committee  will  agencies.  I  have  had 
include  a  Mississippi  pastor  currentiy  serv-  the  privilege  of  know¬ 
ing  ais  a  LifeWay  trustee.  ing  Dr.  Draper  for  most 

"For  many  years  I  have  asked  God  to  of  my  life,  and  it  is  such 
make  clear  to  me  when  I  need  to  retire,"  an  encouragement  to 
Draper  told  the  full  board  of  trustees  dur-  see  his  commitment  to 
ing  its  semiannual  meeting.  "My  prayer  the  work  of  the 
has  been  that  He'd  allow  me  the  strength  Kingdom  all  these 
to  finish  well,  serving  Him  until  He  sees  years  with  godly  char- 
fit  to  bring  me  home.  In  that  regard,  acter  and  integrity," 
retirement  &om  LifeWay  is  simply  a  tram-  Anderson  said, 
sition  from  one  ministry  opportunity  to  "The  search  commit- 
another.  I  believe  there  are  exciting  days  tee  now  has  the  enor- 
ahead  for  both  LifeWay  and  for  me."  mous  rKponsibility  of 

A  presidential  search  committee  was  finding  God's  man  for 
formed  following  Draper's  comments.  LifeWay.  The  culture  at 
Members  are  Mark  Anderson,  pastor  of  LifeWay  wds  vastly  dif- 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson;  chai^[^  ferent  when  Dr.  Diaper 
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One  of  the  final  hurdles  toward 
the  cloning  of  human  beings  was. 
cleared  on  February  8  when  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  granted 
a  license  to  Ian  Wilmut,  the  Scottish 
scientist  who  cloned  Dolly  the 
sheep  in  1996  at  Roslin  Institute.  We 
all  Imew  this  day  was  coming,  and 
Wilmut’s  license  is  actually  the  sec¬ 
ond  one  to  be  approved  by  Great 
Britain’s -Human  Fertilization  and 
Embryology  Authority. 

Cloaked  in  the  high-sounding 
language  of  humanitarianism  -i- 
the  clones  will  be  used  for 
diabetic  and  neurological 
research  —  the  basic  fact  is 
that  these  developing 
humans  will  ultimately  be 
destroyed  and  discarded 
when  Aey  become  useless, 
long  before  birth.  With  an 
astbundingly  smooth 
semantic  twist,  scientists 
have  attempted  to  explain 
how  it  is  that  one  life  must 
be  destroyed  in  order  to 
save  another  life. 

H.  “Following  careful 
I  review  of  the  medical,  sci- 
entific,  legal,  and  e^cal 
aspects  of  this  application, 
we  felt  it  was  appropriate  to 
grant  the  Roslin  Institute  a  one-year 
license  for  this  research  into  this 
disease,”  said  Angela  McNab,  who 
directs  the  Human  Fertilization  and 
Embryology  Authority.  No  mention 
was  made  in  McNi^’s  statement 
about  the  cost  in  human  lives. 

“We  are  a  step  closer  to  medical 
research  that  h^  the  potential  to 
revolutionize  the  future  treat  of 
neuron  disease,”  said  Brain  Dickie, 
a  physician  and  director  of  research 
for  the  Motor  Neuron  Disease 


Association  in  London.  No  men¬ 
tion  was  made  in  Dickie’s  state¬ 
ment  about  the  cost  in  human  lives. 

Nor  was  any  moiticKi  made  by 
cloning  siqipotters  of  the  troubling. 
Frankenstein-like  histcny  of  cloning. 
Even  Wilmut  has  had  to  admit  th^ 
Dolly  die  cloned  sheep  lived  a  short, 
painful  life  wracked  by  medical  and 
other  problems  brought  on  by  short¬ 
comings  in  scientists’ understanding  of 
the  process.  Also,  thousands  of  shi^ 
clones  went  awry  at  some  stage  in  the 
process  befoe  I>ollywas  creat^ 

There’s  a  special  problem  with 
science,  which  has  otherwise  lift¬ 
ed  the  human  experience  to  levels 
that  couldn’t  have  been  dreamed 
1 00  years  ago  —  or  in  many  cases 
even  10  years  ago.  Science  has  no 
soul.  Science  is  not  imbued  with 
ethics,  integrity,  or  character.  We 
should  understand  that  fact  as 
simply  the  nature  of  science. 

It  is  the  people  who  give  science 
ethics,  integrity,  and  character.  The 
people  can  do  that  because  God  has 
given  us  souls.  Science  will  go  as 
far  as  people  allow  it  to  go.  It  can 
be  based  on  ethics,  integrity,  or 
character,  or  it  can  be  completely 
devoid  of  those  qualities.  It’s  up  to 
us  to  set  the  standards. 

John  Nelson  Perkins  was  a  fine 
Christian  gentleman  who  served 
for  many  years  as  a  deacon  at 
Darling  Church  in  Quitman 
County.  He  was  also  my  grandfa- 


•Urftu,  osep  to  ATTeNP  1H6  CHURtH 
ot  MCTAPHySICAL  LIGHT*  THGNl  WE 

OF  THE  NSW 

\M0UUP  tPlB  COB  PR0W6T.  'WJr  AN 
otp  FBOW  ARItAH$A$ . " 
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He  eventually  met  a  tragic 
end  after  suffering  for  some  time 
from  a  painful  and  debilitating 
disease.  Even  as  he  was  fighting 
so  desperately  for  his  life  over  so 
many  months,  as  all  of  us  would 


ther  and  had  a  profound  impact  oij^  under  similar  circumstances,  f 
the  course  of  my  life.  Some  of  my  cannot  imagine  he  would  have 


earliest  memories  involve  rising 
before  dawn  on  Sundays  to,^o  to 
the  church  with  him  to  turn  m  the 
heating  or  air  conditioning  and 
make  sure  everything  was  in  order 
for  the  day’s  activities. 


ever  considered  sa;$(ing  his  life  in 
exchange  for  the  destruction  of 
another  life.  He  just  knew  better. 

When  we  begin  to  decide  for 
ourselves  when  life  should  be  cre¬ 
ated,  for  what  purposes  life  will 


Almost  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  I'm  in  a  different  pas¬ 
tor's  office.  Often  the  ministers 
gather  for  prayer  before  I 
preach  that  morning. 

Before  we  pray,  here  is  what 
they  often  say;  ''Bro.  Richard, 
we  are  just  thriUed  with  what 
God  has  done  through  True 
Love  Waits  (TLW).  What  a 
powerful  movement  that  liter¬ 
ally  has  brought  positive 
change  to  the  U.S.  ana  now  to 
the  world."  I 

So  far  so'  good,  but  then 
comes  the  following:  "In  fact, 
we  so  believe  in  True  Love 
Waits  that  we  provided  a  beau¬ 
tiful  promise  ceremony  here 
three  years  ago." 

Though  I  keep  a  smile  on  my 
face,  thoughts  whirl  through 
my  mind.  Three  years  ago? 
During  that  span,  teenagers 
who  entered  puberty  at  11  or  12 
have  reachecl  ninth’ grade  with 
no  opportunity  to  proclaim 
publicly  their  promise  of  purity. 

Seventh  graders  fascmated 
with  oral  sex  have  gone  all  year 
with  no  invitation  to  promise 
purity  to  God.  Eighth  graders 
who  go  to  parties  v^ere  the  girls 
give  me  boys  "rainbows"  (don't 
ask)  have  gone  yet  another  year 
with  no  promise.  High  school 
juniors  gloriously  saved  gradu¬ 
ate  with  no  opportunity  to  stand 
tall  for  purity  m  a  worship  cele¬ 
bration.  Families  with  teenagers 


Guest  Opinion: 

Get  up  to  date  with 
True  Love  Waits 


By  Richard  Ross 
Southwestern  Seminary 


join  the  church,  but  then  Wciit 
three  years  before  they  are  chal¬ 
lenged  to  slip  a  promise  ring  on 
then'  teens'  fmgers. 

Perhaps  church  leaders  shy 
away  from  an  annual  promise 
ceremony  because  they  don't 
want  to  ask  a  student  to  sign  six 
cards  while  young.  They  have 
missed  the  point.  We  never  ask 
teenagers  to  make  multiple 
promises.  In  fact,  it  offends 
Ghristicm  students  when  they 
are  asked  to  promise  again,  ih 
their  minds,  their  original 
promise  was  a  promise  to  God 
and  that  promise  sttmds  to  their 
wedding  day  and  beyond. 

The  annual  invitation  to 
participate  in- a  promise  cere¬ 
mony  is  made  to  middle 
schoolers  who  are  being  pro¬ 
moted  into  the  student  min¬ 
istry,  to  all  students  who  have 
made  commitments  to  Christ 
in  the  previous  year,  and  to 


students  who  have  joined  the 
church  and  have  no  back¬ 
ground  with  True  Love  Waits. 
Students  who  have  made 
promises  in  previous  years 
participate  in  Bible  teaching  on 
purity  and  attend  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  to  support  the  first-timers. 

No  one  places  another  card 
in  their  hands. 

Few  churches  highlight 
international  missions  only 
once  every  few  years.  Few 
would  deade  to  offer  Vacation 
Bible  School  only  once  every 
few  years.  Churches  give  annu¬ 
al  attention  to  those  initiatives 
because  they  have  kingdom 
importance.  Those  initiatives 
matter  in  people's  lives  —  in 
the  same  way  that  a  lifestyle  of 
absolute  punty  matters. 

We  all  are  thankful  schools 
are  giving  more  attention  to 
abstinence.  Two  or  three  health 
classes  that  present  the  advan- 


be  created,  and  when  life  will  end, 
we  are  taking  for  ourselves  deci¬ 
sions  that  belong  to  God  alone. 
He  spoke  tjje  entire  universe  into 
existence,  and  He  created  us.  We 
are  not  our  own;  we  are  His.  We 
should  not  presume  for  ourselves 
the  responsibilities  of  God. 

I  believe  John  Nelson  Perkins 
undeEinood  that,  long  before 
cloning  was  an  international  issue. 
Now  that  the  debate  is  upon  us,  it’s 
time  the  rest  of  us  understand,  too. 

We  just  know  better. 


tages  of  waiting  are  far  better 
than  what  was  done  before.  But 
that  is  no  substitute  for  True 
Love  Waits.  At  school,  students 
make  a  promise  to  a  program. 
At  churoi  they  make  a  promise 
to  God  Almighty.  At  school 
Christian  students  can  feel 
alone  in  their  lifestyle  choice. 
Through  True  Love  Waits  they 
lock  arms  with  severed  million 
peers  who  live  as  they  do.  After 
the  unit  in  school,  no  one  offers 
much  help  until  the  following 
year.  Through  True  Love  Waits, 
parents  ana  youth  leaders  pro¬ 
vide  instruction,  warmth,  and 
encouragement  year-round. 

During  the  Valentine  sea¬ 
son,  tens  of  thousands  of 
churches  will  provide  beauti¬ 
ful,  moving  services  and  cere¬ 
monies  built  around  promises 
of  purity.  Some  churches 
worot.  When  churches  go 
more  than  a  year  without 
inviting  their  teenagers  to  set¬ 
tle  this  issue  before  God,  they 
are  placing  those  kids  at  risk. 

Maybe  someone  should 
place  this  on  the  agenda  for  the 
next  church  staff  meeting. 

Ross  is  professor  of  student 
ministry  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
and  a  spokesperson  for  the  interna¬ 
tional  True  Love  Waits  campaign. 
His  commentary  appears  courtesy 
of  Baptist  Press. 
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for  McCorkle. 


for  his  worshy  CD,  "God  taught  me  so  much  about 
Suken.  Surpmingly,  myself  throi^h  the  whole  expe- 
many  of  those  rience,"  McCorkle  said.  "I  am 
requests  are  coming  really  excited  about  the  show." 
from  non-Christians.  In  a  pre-race  interview  with 
"Teenagers  have  CBS,  McCorkle  and  Young 
sent  me  e-mails  say-  .discussed  their  life  experi- 
ing,  1  don't  really  hs-  ences,  their  relationship  and 
ten  to  Christian  their  thoughts  on  the  upcom- 
music,  but  1  wanted  ing  race.  "I  think  our  strength 
to  get  your  CD  as  a  team  is  that  Ron  and  1  are 
because  1  liked  see-  both  very  competitive.  We 
ing  you  on  American  hate  to  lose,"  McCorkle  said. 
Idol,"  Johnson  said.  "So  1  think  we  are  going  to 
Johnson  hopes  have  the  right  attitude,  the 
when  people  get  the  drive  to  not  give  up  and  go  all 
CD,  they  wifl  read  the  way  to  the  end  and  be  the 
the  cover  —  which  first  to  arrive  at  the  last  stop." 
includes  a  testimo-  McCorkle  also  talked  about 
ny  of  what  God  has  another  factor  that  will  help 
done  in  his  life  and  them  in  the  competihon.  "Our 
a  note  about  how  life  experiences  wul  bring  a  lot  to 
others  can  have  a  the  table,"  McCorkle  said.  "There 
personal  relation-  won't  be  cmybody  in  this  race 
ship  with  Christ.  that  has  been  through  what 
As  for  his  we've  been  through." 
upcoming  plans, 

Johnson  said,  "I'm 
going  to  continue 
leading  worship 

and  just  take  one  - 


BAPTISTS 
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for  what  He  has 
ccdled  me  to  do." 

Johnson  is  a  mem- 
ber  of  121  Conummity 
Church,  a  Southern 
Baptist-related  con- 
gregation  in  Grape¬ 
vine,  Texcis,  and  a  full¬ 
time  worship  leader  in  various 
church  an( 


and  just  take 

Jeff  jktnnson  gj.  g  time.  1 

in  the  world  and  not  of  the  want  to  see  where  I  can  best 
retreat  settings,  world.  1  believe  that  I  could  be  used  to  jglorify  God.  1  never 
During  the  show's  Jim.  25  episode,  sing  pop  music  or  country  expected  that  God  would  put 
Johnson  was  shown  praying  music  and  still  live  a  life  that  s  me  on  a  realiW  TV  show,  but  I 
with  a  group  of  contestants  and,  a  witness  for  Christ."  am  glad  that  I  was  able  to  use 

in  a  voice-over,  he  told  of  his  Even  though  Simmons  voted  this  as  a  way  to  honor  Him." 
ministry  as  a  wc»ship  leader.  against  Johnson,  the  other  judges  Meanwhile,  Kelly  McCorkle, 

One  of  the  celebrity  judges,  advanc^  him  to  tire  next  round.  2002's  Miss  South  Carolina  ^d 
Gene  Simmons  from  the  secular  Two  months  later,  Johnson  was  a  CTaduate  of  a  Baptist-affihat- 
rock  group  Kiss,  subsequently  cimong  200  contestants  audition-  ea  college  in  her  home  state, 
suggested  that  Johnson  sing  ing  in  Hollywood.  Until  the  audi-  will  be  part  of  the  seventh  sea- 
country  music  instead  of  pop  tion  aired  Feb.  8,  Jcrfmson  was  son  of  CBS'  reality  show  The 
music  —  so  the  lyrics  would  unable  to  disclose  the  results  due  Anticizing  Race, 
not  conflict  with  his  beliefs.  to  contractual  obligations.  McCorkle,  a  2001  Nor^ 

Johnson  said  it  was  interest-  Since  appearing  on  the  shqw,  GreenvilleCollege  graduate,  will 
ing  that  Simmons  "was  trying  Johnson  has  had  numerous  be  teamed  with  her  boyfriend 
to  give  mef* spiritual  advice,  opportunities  to  share  his  fedth  in  Ron  Young,  a  former  Iraq  War 
about  not  singing  pop  music.  Cniist  while  beii^  interviewed  cm  POW.  North  Greenville  College 
I  believe  we're  supposed  to  be  radio  and  television  statkms.  In  is  affiliated  with  the  South 
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AJaiwuna.  Shaina 

RaAi  a  fnyihgr«mL  QlivgChiadh.  Smilhdale.  was  dhosen  tg»e 

an  Ite  based  on  In  steng  siyelwbatt  in 

Froaialb^nFlovlMions  of  ]rQmgwoani^MifitoutBtsidiBSAis- 
afios  annually  selectsiwblationai  Asteens 

and  ihm^Mfer  list  of  Acteens4bp  Teens.  "As  applksttionB  to 
the  2005  K^atianS  Acteens  Pand  poured  m  to  die  national  WMU 
office  from  all  overihe  county,  the  qualifications,  qraitual  matain- 
ty,  leaderEiiip^  and  missions  involvement  of  ffiese  )roung  women 
were  extremely  impressive,  making  the  selection  process  e^iecially 
diaOer^ing,''  WMu,  a  Southern  Baptist  Convenbon,  auxiliary,  stat¬ 
ed  in  a  news  rdease.  Acteens  is  a  WMU  organization  for  tonage 
girls  in  grades  seven  through  12  who  are  interested  in  n^ions  arid 


A  Southern  Baptist  study  committee's  recommendations  would 
reduce  the  number  of  SBC  agencies  from  19  to  12,  including  a  merger 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  Radio  and  Television  Commission,  and 
Brotherhood  Commission  into  a  "North  American  Mission  Board." 


praying  and  giving  to  missions.  In  Acteens,  members  also  grow  in 
thtnr  imderetanding  of  God  and  of  themselves  Jmd  are  en«iged  in 
hands-on  missicms  opportunities  in  their  communities  and  beyond. 


Applications  to  the  ^606  National  Acteens  Panel  will  be  due  to  ttie 

WMU  national  office  no  later  ffian  Decanber  1.  Applicatkms  will  be 

available  cm  the  Acteens  website  at  www.acteetsxom  and  in  the  fall 
issue  of  Acteei«  Leader.  Applicants  for  the  national  Acteef»  panel 
must  be  a  current  junior  or  seiuor  in  high  schcxid;  be  a  Guisnan,  a 
chiuxh  member  aiul  a  member  of  a  kxal  Acteens  organization;  be 
involved  in  MissionsQuest  or  have  served  as  an  Acteens  Activator; 
be  able  to  attend  the  Southern  B^tist  Convention  to  year  toy  are 
on  to  panel;  and  have  parental  or  guardian  permission.  For  more 
information  cm  Acteens,  including  how  to  start  an  Acteens  organi- 

■oom. 


Colonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven,  presents  America,  You're  Too 
Young  to  Die,  a  75-minute  multimedia  production  by  Life  Action 
Singers  designed  to  awaken  Christians  to  moral  dangers  faced  by  the 
country. 


The  second  series  of  Stewardship  and  Extension  Conferences,  held 
under  the  direction  of  W.  A.  Keel,  Secretary  of  Negro  Work,  are  scheduled 
for  Antioch  Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  Parish  Street  Church,  Jackson. 


zation  in  you^Chitti^  visit  w^Acteens. 
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IMB  workers' 
child  dies 
in  accident 

CHIANGMAI,  Thailand 
(BP)  —  John  D.  "J.D."  Pettit 
Jr.,  age  8,  son  of  International 
Mission 
Board 
(IMB) 
workers 
John  and 
Shannon 
Pettit,  died 
Feb.  10  from 
injuries  in  a 
fall  he  suf¬ 
fered  while 
Pettit  Jr.  the  family 
was  on  a 
holiday  outing  in  Thailand. 
The  Pettits,  of  Spartanburg, 
S.C.,  serve  in  southern  Asia. 

J.D.  was  with  his  parents 
at  a  waterfall  February  9 
when  the  accident  happened. 
He  was  rushed  to  a  hospital 
critical  care  unit  in  Thailand, 
where  he  died  the  next  day. 

J.D.  Pettit  is  survived  by  nis 
parents  and  Jwo  sisters:  Coralie, 
age  6,  and  Simone,  age  10. 

Funeral  arrangements  have 
not  been  aimounced.  Express¬ 
ions  of  sympathy  may  be  sent 
to  John  and  Shannon  Pettit 
c/o  Don  Brown,  7  Bridge- 
wood  Ave.,  Taylors,  SC  29to7. 


Appeals  may  be  running  low  for  Schiavo 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
For  the  second  time  in  less  than 
a  year,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
will  be  asked  to  consider  an 
related  to  Terri  Schiavo, 


the  brain-damaged  Florida 
woman  whose  plight  has  pitted 
pro-life  supporters  against 
euthanasia  advocates  in  a  case 
drawing  worldwide  attention. 

On  Feb.  4  Florida’s  Second 
District  Court  of  Appeals  dis¬ 
missed  without  an  opinion  an 
appeal  that  would  have  consid¬ 
ered  the  religious  liberty  rights 
of  Schiavo. 

The  ruling  leaves  Bob  and 
Mary  Schindler,  Terri's  parents, 
without  many  options  in 
Florida,  but  does  clear  the  way 
for  their  attorneys  to  take  the 
issue  of  a  disabled  person's  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  rights  all  the  way 
to  the  U.S.  supreme  Court.  The 
lawsuit  centers  on  the  Pope's 
declaration  last  year  that 
removal  of  a  feeding  tube  is  not 
compatible  with  Roman 
Catholic  pro-life  teachings. 
Schiavo  is  Catholic. 

"We  have  been  all  along 
planning  to  do  that,"  Barbara 
Weller,  an  attorney  with  the 
Gibbs  Law  Firm  which  repre¬ 
sents  the  Schindlers,  told  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness  Feb.  9. 

Weller  said  the  Schindlers 
are  doing  "amazingly  well"  in 
light  of  tne  district  court's  rul¬ 
ing  but  saddened  to  learn 
their  daughter’s  religious 
beliefs  apparently  are  not 
taken  seriously. 

"We’re  just  very  disappoint¬ 
ed  that  [the  court]  chose  not  to 
deal  with  such  an  important 
issue  of  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  important  foundations 
of  our  American  government," 
Weller  said. 

She  said  her  firm  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  press  for  Terri's  religiom,. 
and  due  process  rights,  despit^ 
the  refusal  in  January  by  the 
nation's  high  court  to  hear  an 


appeal  on  whether  "Terri's 
Law,"  passed  by  the  Florida  leg¬ 
islature  in  2003,  was  unconsti¬ 
tutional,  as  the  Florida 
Supreme  Court  had  ruled. 

me  Second  District  Court's 
decision,  when  it  is  finalized 
procedurally  Feb.  22,  will  most 
likely  end  a  current  stay  issued 
Pinellas  County  Circuit 


by  Pinellas  County  Circuit 
Judge  George  Greer  that  is 
keeping  Schiavo  alive.  The  stay 
halts  his  2000  ruling  that  said 
healthcare  workers  —  at  the 
request  of  Terri's  husband  and 
guardian,  Michael  Schiavo  — 
could  disctontinue  feeding 
Terri.  Once  her  feeding  tubes 
are  removed,  she  will  die  by 
starvation  and  delwdration  — 
most  likely  within  7-10  days. 

Weller  said  she  believes 
Michael  Schiavo’s  attorney 
George  Felos  is  incorrect  in 
statements  he  has  made  to  the 
press  that  healthcare  workers 
will  be  able  to  begin  the  starva¬ 
tion  process  again  Feb.  22. 

"We  still  have  other  avenues 
of  appeal,"  Weller  said,  explain¬ 
ing  that  since  several  courts  are 
involved,  her  firm  cannot 
request  a  stay  in  anticipation  of 
another  stay's  expiration. 

Greer  is  expected  to  rule  Feb. 
11  on  whether  another  pending 
motion  cm  proceed.  It  deals 
with  whether  Terri  Schiavo’s 
constitutional  right  to  due 
process  was  violated  when  she 
Weis  not  assigned  an  indepen¬ 
dent  attorney  to  represent  her 
throughout  me  past  six  years. 

Sd^vo,  an  otnerwise  nealthy 
41-year-old  woman,  was  found 
unconscious  in  her  home  in 
1990,  having  suffered  brain 
damage  after  ner  heeirt  stopped. 
Sorhe  doctors  have  ruled  she  is 
in  a  Persistent  Vegetative  State. 
Others  agree  with  her  parents 
who  say  mat  with  rehabilitation 
she  might  learn  to  swallow  and 
be  able  to  improve.  Nutrition 
and  hydration  has  twice  been 
discontinued  in  her  case  and 


ANOTHER  HEARING  —  Terri  Schiavo's  parents.  Bob  and  Mary 
Schindler  (foreground),  exit  the  Florida  Supreme  Court  after  arguments 
over  the  constitutionality  of  'Terri's  Law,"  a  measure  to  save  the  life  of 
their  disabled  daughter,  Terry  Schiavo,  from  her  husband's  efforts  to 
have  her  feeding  and  hydration  removed.  The  Florida  Supreme  Court 
dismissed  the  Sdiindlers'  appeal  without  issuing  an  opinion.  (BP  photo 
by  Joni  Hanigan) 


Nominees  sought  for  MBC  posts 

Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  Committee  on  Nominatkms  ivill  soon 
iTiegm  meeting  and  reviewing  tiie  trustee /board  member  positions  on  tiie  boards  and  commissions 
of  m  Missiswppi  Baptist  Convention  f^  2006. 

Accofd^  to  Lanuu:  McDonald,  committee  chairman  and  member  of  Pedlar  Springs  Church, 
Meridian,  ti^re  are  a  limited  number  of  vacancies  to  be  tilled  on  the  followmg  boards  and  com- 
misBions: 

•  Board  of  Ministerial  Education  « 

•  Christian  Action  Commissiem 

•  Education  Commissiem  ^ 

•  Historical  Commission 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Children's  Milage 

•  Mississii^  Baptist  Foundation 

•  Baptist  H^lth  Systems,  Inc  (Jackson) 

•  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  System,  Inc.  (Memphis) 

'  '  •  Blue  Mountain  College 

•  Mississippi  College 

•  VMlliam  Carey  College 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

The  Nominating  Committee  will  work  in  conjunction  with  the  heads  of  the  institutions  and 
agencies  in  bringing  a  list  of  nominees  to  be  approved  by  the  messengers  at  tfie  170th  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  tfie  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  on  November  1-2. 

Nomination  forms  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(M^B),  Executive  Administration,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Tel«>hone:  (601)  292- 
3201  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  201.  E-nwil:  bbox©mbcb.org.  Completed 
forms  ^ould  be  mailed  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  c/o  MBCB  Executive  Administration 
at  the  above  address,  to  be  received  by  June  1. 


restored  only  after  court  or  leg¬ 
islative  intervention. 

A  few  years  after  her  col¬ 
lapse  Michael  Schiavo  won 
more  than  a  million  dollars  in  a 
malpractice  suit  against  doc¬ 
tors,  after  which  he  ended 
commvinication  with  her  par¬ 
ents  and  placed  a  "do  not 
resuscitate  order"  with  health¬ 
care  workers.  He  told  the  court 
Terri  would  not  wish  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  live  in  her  present  condi¬ 
tion  and  barred  efforts  to  reha¬ 
bilitate  his  wife.  However,  no 
written  request  from  Terri 
Schiavo  exists. 

Terri's  parents  have  long 
argued  that  Michael  Schiavos 
continued  guardianship  of 
their  daughter  presents  a  con¬ 
flict  of  interest.  He  has  lived 
with  his  long-time  girlfriend, 
with  whom  ne  has  had  two 
children,  for  at  least  nine  years. 

After  the  Second  District 
Court's  latest  decision,  Mary 
Schindler  told  ttie  Witness  ste 
wasn't  surprised,  but  was  disap¬ 
pointed,  considering  the  Pope's 
statements  last  year.  Schindler 
and  her  family,  including  Terri, 
are  devout  Catholics  who  have 
said  they  consider  the  Pope's 
insight  critical  to  Terri's  case. 

"T  take  each  day  at  a  time 
and  think  about  it  all  of  the 
time,"  Schindler  said  of  the 
courts'  various  rulings  and  the 
possibility  a  court  will  instruct 
workers  to  discontinue  feeding 
Terri.  "I  keep  hoping  this  time 
it's  not  going  to  happen.  So 
many  pieople  are  aware  that 


she  is  just  a  healthy  brain¬ 
damaged  person.  I  pray  some¬ 
thing  can  oe  done." 

Recoimting  a  visit  with  Terri 
Feb.  7,  Schindler  said  she 
appears  to  be  doing  well,  though 
maybe  a  bit  on  the  "sleepy  side" 
due  to  medications  she  believes 
Terri  is  being  given  for  twitching, 
which  the  rWily  had  observed 
several  weeks  ago.  According  to 
tile  Schindlers  and  their  attor¬ 
neys,  Michael  Schiavo  previous¬ 
ly  has  ordered  healtiKare  work¬ 
ers  not  to  discuss  Terri’s  medical 
condition  with  them. 

"She  laughed  and  she  started 
trying  to  vocalize  again," 
Schindler  said  of  her  daughter 
during  the  visit  to  the  hospice 
where  she  has  lived  for  several 
years.  "I  just  keep  telling  her 
the  same  thing,  "Just  hang  in 
there.  You've  been  so  strong  so 
far.  I  know  you  can  hold  on  a 
little  bit  longer." 

Both  Schindler  and  Weller 
said  they  are  encouraged  by  a 
recent  article  in  The  New  \ork 
Times  describing  a  breakthrough 
in  testing  brain-damaged  indi¬ 
viduals.  Tlie  cirticle  said  those 
who  have  suffered  brain  damage 
may  be  able  to  "hear  and  regis¬ 
ter''  their  surrounding  but  be 
unable  to  respond. 

"I  thought  they  were  talking 
about  my  daughter,"  Schindler 
said  animatedly.  "I  absolutely 
think  she  should  definitely 
have  this  test.  Absolutely.  I 
would  love  to  see  her  have  that 
test  and  see  what  she  does 
when  she  hears  our  voices." 
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Attacked  by  a  Giant  Bird 

One  Sunday  ni^t  after  church  I 
was  almost  home  when  my  cell 
phone  rang  and  my  wife  wanted 
to  know  where  I  was  and  how 
long  it  would  be  imtil  I  got  home. 

1  said,  "I  am  almost  there.  What  is 
going  on?"  She  said,  "Well,  there 
IS  a  oird  in  the  house."  I  said, 

"How  did  it  get  in?"  She  respond-  _____ 
ed,  "Well,  I  just  opened  the  back 
door,  and  it  just  flew  in."  Apparently,  it  had 
been  in  the  garage  looking  around  for  food, 
nest  materials,  or  someming.  Now  in  the 
dark  it  just  flew  toward  the  ught  when  ttie 
door  opened.  I  said,  "Where  is  it  now?" 
She  said,  "I  don't  know.  It  just  flew  in  the 
house,  took  off,  and  I  don't  know  where  it's 
gone."  I  asked,  "What  kind  of  bird  is  it?" 
She  said,  "I  don't  know!  It  is  just  a  big 
bird."  I  said,  "Really?"  She  saia,  "Yeah,  1 
mean  when  I  openM  the  door  that  thing 
came  in,  I  jumped,  and  it  barely  missed  me. 
I  don't  know  where  it  went."  I  said,  "Is  it 
really  a  big  bird?"  She  replied.  Yeah,  I  don't 
know  what  kind  it  is,  but  it  was  big."  I  told 
her  not  to  worry  about  it  that  I  would  be 
home  in  just  a  little  bit. 

At  this  point  in  the  story  the  big  bird 
that  had  attacked  our  home  b^an  to  play 
games  in  Shirley's  mind  and  in  mine.  She 
was  at  the  house,  wondering  where  the 
monster  bird  had  gone,  and  I  was  trying  to 
get  home  and  was  wondering  what  kind  of 
awesome  creature  I  was  going  to  encounter 
when  I  got  there.  I  wonderw  if  it  was  a 
blackbird,  a  big  blue  jay,  or  maybe  a  red- 
bird.  Maybe  it  was  a  hawk,  a  bat  flying  at 
night,  or  an  owl.  I  even  thought  it  might  be 
one  of  ffiose  big  Canada  geese.  When  ^  this 
took  place  thw  were  in  the  process  of 
migrating,  and  I  could  just  see  one  of  them 
with  a  wingspread  of  five  or  six  feet 
swooping  around  through  the  house.  I 
thoumt  oh  well,  maybe  whatever  it  is  it 


T)ireclrmns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


the  room  and  carefully  started  to  open  the 
door,  I  had  no  idea  of  what  was  lurking  on 
the  other  side.  Before  I  attempted  to  open 
th^  door,  should  I  call  the  Humane  Soaety, 
911,  or  just  call  the  local  police  and  tell  them 
to  be  on  standby  because  I  had  no  idea  of 
what  I  was  about  to  encounter?  Well,  I  felt 
bad  about  doing  any  of  the  above  without 


I  learned  three  simple  little 
lessons  that  night  that  would 
_  help  most  of  us  get  through  each 
t  day.  Lesson  number  one  was 
f  about  fear.  I  was  reminded  that 

fears  seem  to  grow  and  take  on  a 
life  of  their  own  and  become 
urer  huge,  grotesque  monsters  unless 
»ard  they  are  dealt  with.  God  has  not 
given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  so  do 
not  allow  it  to  move  in  and  shake 
or  shaj>e  your  home. 

The  second  lesson  was  about  facts.  As  I 
was  trying  to  get  home  and  deal  with  the 
problem,  I  thought  about  just  the  facts  of 
the  case.  One  fact  was  that  there  are  not 
many  people-eating  birds  on  the  planet.  In 
fact,  I  nave  never  seen  one.  I  suppose  the 
only  people-eating  bird  I  have  ever  seen  is 
a  buzzard,  and  if  he  starts  working  on  you 
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trying  to  handle  the  situation  myself,  and  then  you  are  probably  in  a  condition  where 
so  I  eased  the  door  open  and  with  eyes  shift-  you  would  not  know  or  care.  Another  fact 
ing  from  one  side  to  the  other,  I  analyze  that  came  to  my  mine  was  the  reality  that 
the  situation  and  looked  for  the  bird,  birds  aren't  as  big  as  people  are.  In  fact,  I 
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migratmg,  ana  l  couia  just  see  one  or  mem 
with  a  wingspread  of  five  or  six  feet 
swooping  around  through  the  house.  I 
thou^t  oh  well,  maybe  whatever  it  is  it 
wdl  not  destroy  too  much  before  I  can  get 
there  and  eitiier  capture  or  kill  the  creature. 
The  faster  I  drove  and  the  more  I  thought 
the  ItUger  the  bird  grew.  My  wife  was 
stuck  at  the  house,  unprisonM  with  this 
winged  creature,  and  wondering  if,  when, 
and  from  where  it  would  attack  again.  I 
began  to  think  about  Alfred  Hitchcock  and 
his  famous  movie.  The  Birds. 

Finally,  I  arriv^  home,  rushed  into  the 
house,  and  Shirley  was  talking  oti  the  pkxie. 
Stye  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  the  room 
where  the  horrible,  winged  creature  was 
believed  to  be.  As  I  made  my  way  toward 


ing  from  one  side  to  the  other,  I  analyze  that  came  to  my  mine  was  the  reahty  that 
the  situation  and  looked  for  the  bird,  birds  aren't  as  big  as  people  are.  In  fact,  I 
Finally,  I  spotted  him.  He  was  perched  on  a  outweighed  this -bird  several  hundred 
picture  heinging  on  the  wall.  He  was  brown  times.  ^  the  facts  indicated  I  could  proba- 
with  some  black  markings  and  possibly  bly  handle  this  situation, 
could  have  weighed  anywhere  from  one  to  The  third  lesson  had  to  do  with  faith.  I 
three  ounces,  u  was  a  sparrow.  A  small,  thought  about  how  quickly  our  faith 
defenseless,  harmless,  little  sparrow  had  weakens  or  vanishes.  I  had  been  in  three 
invaded  our  home.  Bolstered  by  my  newly  worship  services  that  day,  and  I  had  spo- 
found  confidence  to  face  this  ugly  creature,  ken  to  many  people  about  how  they 
I  gave  a  sigh  of  relief  and  began  to  think  could  trust  (jod  and  He  would  take  care 
about  the  best  way  of  going  about  captur-  of  them.  When  a  little  bird  came  fluttering 
ing  this  little  bind.  He  was  scared  to  death  into  my  errvironment,  I  forgot  all  about 
and  you  could  see  his  little  chest  throbbing,  that.  Why  is  he  there?  What  am  I  going  to 
I  quickly  made  some  decisions  about  what  do  with  him?  Strange,  isn't  it,  how  soon 
I  would  not  do.  I  rejected  the  idea  of  using  we  forget  about  faith's  focus  in  every  cir- 
a  shotgun.  I  turned  down  the  possibility  or  cumstance  of  life.  Surely,  if  God  knows 
using  poisoned  food.  I  tumea  away  from  when  a  little  Sparrow  falls^  to  the  ground, 
the  mought  of  rounding  up  some  cats  and  He  also  knows  when  a  bird  comes  flut- 
tuming  mem  loose  on  me  bird.  Once  I  saw  tering  into  my  world, 
the  bird  I  realized  that  no  one  was  in  any  I  thought  of  the  song  "It  Took  a  Miracle." 
immediate  or  enormous  danger.  No  911  call  The  second  verse  says,  "The  Bible  tells  us 
was  needed.  There  was  no  recison  to  callout  of  His  love  and  wisdom  all  the  way 
the  National  Guard.  Sowly  but  boldly  I  went  through  and  every  little  bird  and  flower  are 
into  the  room.  I  was  armed  with  a  Little  net  testimonies,  too.  It  took  a  miracle  to  hang 
in  one  hand,  a  broom  in  the  other,  and  was  the  world  in  space.  It  took  a  miracle  to  put 
ready  for  mortal  combat.  Shutting  the  door  the  stars  in  place,  but  when  He  saved  my 
behind  me,  I  walked  over  toward  the  little  soul,  cleansed,  and  made  me  whole,  it  took  a 
monster.  The  sparrow,  not  being  sure  what  miracle  of  love  ^d  grace." 
to  do,  began  flying  back  and  forth  across  Indeed,  it  did  take  a  miracle  and  each 
the  room  bumpmg  mto  the  walls  and  crash-  day  in  every  way  the  Lord  wants  us  to  love 
ine  into  the  flower  vases.  All  I  wanted  to  Him  and  lean  on  Hfe  strong  arrm  for  care 

«  ^  .  t  1  •  _ J  * _ 1.1 _  1.1.,..  /Mir  K/MIC^  1Q  ITIX/sHaH 


SFTRN.  SKF  KS  NYKFDA 
VLD  XK  DKN  PQNYLF 
SRPA,  DKF  KS  Q  EFQVEBL 
ETAY  PQNYLF  NYLI  PFQMLA. 

BTWL  ARH:SKFNI-SKTF 
Clue:  N  =  T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Matthew  Twenty- 

Two:Thirty-  Two. 


do  was  catch  him  and  give  him  his  free¬ 
dom.  He  ^d  not  know  that.  After  four  or 
five  minutes,  I  was  able  to  get  hold  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  bird  and  dutching  him  gently  but  firmly 
I  took  him  out  the  door  and  released  him 
into  ^  darkness  of  the  night _ 


and  protection  even  if  our  house  is  invaded 
by  a  giant  bird. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  E-mail:  jfu- 
tral@mlKb.org. _ 


Polish  Baptist  leader  decries  SBC  meeting  in  Warsaw 

_  r  i  ^  _ 1 _ _ _  caWo  anH  r>rav  for 


FALLS  CHURCH,  Va.  (ABP 
and  BP)  —  Ttie  leader  of  Polish 
Baptists  is  expressing  his 
"regret  and  sorrow"  about  a 
meeting,  planned  for  Warsaw 
this  sununer,  that  at  least  one 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  leader  has  described  as 
an  organizational  gathering  for 
"an  ^temative  to  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  (BWA)." 

On  Jan.  18,  during  an  appear¬ 
ance  in  Washington  on  cm  unre¬ 
lated  subject,  SBC  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
President  Richard  Land  men¬ 
tioned  the  meeting  in  resMn^ 
to  a  question  about  the  SBC's 
decision  last  year  to  withdraw 
from  BWA,  a  world-wide 
umbrella  group  for  national  and 
remonal  Mptist  denominations. 

Morris  Chapman,  the  SBC's 
chief  executive,  confirmed  the 
meeting,  but  also  said  Land 
had  overstated  its  nature.  'To 
call  the  meeting  with  some  of 
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the  European  Baptist  leaders  an 
'orgcinizational'  meeting  would 
be  a  mischaracterization,"  he 
told  Associated  Baptist  Press. 
"Over  the  next  several  years  we 
hope  to  travel  to  several  conti¬ 
nents  meetinjg  with  like-nund- 
ed  Baptist  leaders  with  the 
thought  of  developing  a  net¬ 
work  or  fellowship. ' 

"With  great  surprise  and  sor¬ 
row  rumors  have  reached  us 
telling  us  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  making 
plans  to  meet  in  Poland  the 
same  week  of  the  B^tist  World 
Alliance  Centenary  Congress  in 
Birmingham,  England,  to 
nize  a  new  alternative  to  me 
Baptist  World  Alliance,"  said 
Leszek  Wakula,  the  Polish 
Baptist  Union's  general  secre¬ 
tary,  in  a  statement  released 
February  10  by  BWA  officials. 

'We  woula  like  to  officially 
acknowledge  tiiat  neither  Ae 
Executive  Board  of  the  umon 


[n]or  its  members  are  aware  of 
such  a  meeting  in  Warsaw  or 
even  of  any  plans  for  such," 
Wakula  continued.  'We  express 
our  regret  and  sorrow  that  if 
such  a  project  is  going  to  take 
place  in  Poland,  then  it  takes 
place  behind  our  back." 

SBC  leaders  cited  a  perceived 
"liberal"  shift  in  some  BWA 
member  denominations  among 
their  reasons  for  leaving  the 
oigainzation  originally  founded 
wuh  the  assistance  of  Southern 
Baptists.  TTiey  also  hinted  that 
they  might  spearhead  the  for¬ 
mation  of  an  alternative  global 
Baptist  network  with  other 
"liKe-minded"  Baptist  bodies, 
but  Land's  comments  were  the 
first  public  notification  about 
the  formation  of  such  a  group. 

"We  have  no  desire  to  com- 

Ste  with  the  BWA  in  its  work," 
lapman  said.  In  fact,  we  hope 
for  the  BWA  God's  blessings  in 
every  work  they  do  for  the 


Kingdom's  sake  and  pray  for 
them  a  meaningful  and  fulfill¬ 
ing  World  Baptist  Congress  in 
England  this  summer." 

A  global  convocation  to 
mark  BWA's  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  is  scheduled  for  July  27- 
31  m  England. 


BROajOREL^  HEATERS,  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^rnt^TOLL  FREE  1-800-251-0671 
www.fB>ergluKhurchpn>d.com 
FBEROASS  BAPTISTRY  CO. 

351 1  HOSOfl  PTE  •  CHATTAMOOQA.  TN  37415 


^»LifeWay  BUS  SALES 
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Carpenter  Bus  Sales 


itam  taumM  tm  ekhish  tP  can  tir 
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Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room,  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional  plan  offers 
Doctor's  office  visits,  prescription  drugs,  dental.  E,F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047,  B77-232-0686. 
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>.m.  that  were  being  discarded  trom 
ken.  dteir  ^>anish  diurch  and  used 
call  the  oak  wood  to  btiild  four  new 
tables  and  thirty-two  chairs  to  be 
used  in  ^  preschool  department 

Whitesand  Chuich,  Prentiss,  WoodvilleChurdh,Wtx)dville,  at  Ebenezer  Spanuh  Church, 
:ognized  Abbie  McRaney  for  recently  licensed  Scott  Hatiiom  Calhoun  Assoaaboiu  P^tor 

idancp  and  Brian  Lees  to  the  ministry.  Gabriel  Silva  and  wife  Anna 
pastor  Charles  Both  men  are  attending  New  gladly  received  this  labor  of  love. 
‘ ;  Orleans  Seminary.  Shown,  from 

left,  are  Hathom,  Gary  Bimch,  Priceville  Church,  Tupelo, 
pastor,  and  Lees.  recently  had  a  ni^t  of  celebra¬ 

tion  by  paying  off  the  note  on 

_  Copiah  and  Lincoln  Assoc-  their  fanuly  fiOfe  center.  Based 

led  by  Jai«  iations  will  hold  a  mini-work-  on  a  recent  survey,  the  church 
speaker  Kelli  shop  for  church  librarians  Feb.  will  continue  to  take  up  their 
igis.  For  more  19, 9  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  at  the  Lincoln  building  fund  offerings  to  reno- 


ingfurvdoflfflkrestChuidvNew  Calvary  Church,  Greenwood; 
Albany.  Gerald  Hodges,  pastor  RuleviUe  Church;  North 
of  Hillcrest,  accepteathe  gift.  Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood; 

&  Riverside  Church,  Money . 

The  WMU  Guiniviere  Young 
Circle  at  First  Chui^  Jackson, 
recently  held  a  Christmas  parW 

for  patients  of  the  chiloren's  her  fbui^ear  perfect  attmd 
uiut  at  the  Mississippi  State  record.  Siown  are 
Hospital.  Shown  are  April  R.  Burnham  and  McRaney. 
Harwell,  Martiui  Embry,  Nylon 
Stone,  and  Sara  Hambnck.  Yalobusha  Assn,  Coffeville, 

will  host  Youto  Fest '05  (m  Friday, 

Heidelberg  Church,  Jasper^  Feb.  25,  7:00  pm.,  and  Satui^y, 
Association,  ucensed  John  ^  Feb.  26,  6:00  pm;  I  ’  ’ 

Hays,  in,  to  the  gospel  ministry  Gulledge  wil 
on  Jan.  9.  Hays  is  a  senior  at  Jackson  from 
Belhaven  Coll^  and  will  gradu-  informatioa  a 
ate  in  May.  Shown  are  pastor 
Bill  Boustcm  and  John  A.  Hays,  m  Sunrise  C 

is  hosting  a  ir 

First  Church,  Greenwood,  game  supper 


kwood; 


Tables  and  Chairs  for  Ebenezer  Spanish  Church,  Calhoun  Assn  Kevin  Bishop  and  Chris  Myers,  Lake  Como,  Bay  Springs 


Carey  Chqpd  dutrch,  Rtfd 
Banks,  will  noet  a  revival  on 
March  6-9,  Sun.,  6K)0  pm,  and 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm,  witir  Dr. 
Rcrf^ert  C.>^tman  preachiiig 
and  Andy  Roe  leacbng  music. 
For  more  information,  contact 
the  church  at  (662)  851-7543. 

Tate  Church,  Tate,  will 
have  a  Good  News  revival, 
F^.  20-23  Mdth  Danny  Lanier 
evangelist  from  Meridian. 
Services:  Sunday  at  10:45  am 
and  6:30  pm;  Mon.-Wed.  at 
rtoon  with  a  sandwidt/soim 
lunch  and  7:00  p.m.  Tate's 
Celebration  choir  will  sing 
and  music  will  be  led  by  Eric 
Barron. 

Hist  Chuichr  Charleston, 
will  hold  a  revival  on  A{Hil  24- 
27  led  by  Justin  Peters  of 
Vicksburg;  music  by  Edd 
Brashier  of  New  Albany. 

Paikwmr  Charchf  Houston, 
wiU  hold  a  revival  on  Feb.  27- 
March  2.  Services:  Sun.,  6:00 

Si  Mon.-Wed.,  7:00  pm 
,  Harper  Shaimon  of 
meiy,  Ala.  Worshq)  led 
byRayWalto. 


Boulton  and  Hays,  Heidelberg  Church,  Jasper  Association  i 


llevino  and  Hodges,  Hillcrest  Church,  New  Albany 


WMU  Guiniviere  Young  Circle,  First  Church,  Jackson 


Chaiies  R.  Burnham  and  Abbie  McRaney 


February  17, 2005 


Ken  &  Margaret  Gibson 


Visit  us  online  at  www.mbcb.org 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwid^ffhe  Property 
&  Casualty  Insurance  Program  endorswHity  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Property,  Liability,  Workers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 


For  more  information  contact: 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  LLC 
1-800-379-0992 
Email:  eperrett@jam.rr.com 
www.perrettinsurance.guideone.com 


Seeking  to  be  a  university^ 
recognized for  academic 
excellence  and  committment 
to  the  cause  of  Christ 


A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Mississippi’s 
Baptists  through 
Christian 
Education 


Ordination,  Woodville  Church 


Accelerated  Degree  Program  601.925.3979 
Office  of  Christian  Development  60 1 .925.3235 


Undergraduate  Admissions  601.925.3800 
Graduate  Admissions  601.925.3225 


www,mc,edu 


tacons,  Priceville  Church,  Tbpelo 


1  ;  aj 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  ttiat  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forriveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeoom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  tas  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  mroe  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.”  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritual 
guidance. 


White  House  pushes  marriage  amendment 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  -  The  White  House  remains 
"hrmly  committed"  to  passing  a 
constitutional  marriage  amendm«it 
during  President  George  W.  Bush's 
second  term,  despite  a  report  in  The 
Washington  Post  that  quoted  Bush 
as  saying  the  Senate  was  not  ready 
to  pass  such  a  propo^. 

'"The  president  will  coritinue  to 
advocate  the  need  for  a  constitu- 
-tional  amendment  to  protect  the 
sanctity  of  marriage,"  White 
House  spokesman  Scott 
McClellan  told  reporters.  "It  is 
something  he  believes  very 
strongly  in.  In  fact,  he  has  already 
spent  a  lot  of  political  capital  on 
getting  that  initiative  moving." 

Bush's  remarks  sparked  concern 
from  some  pro-farnily  leaders  that 
he  was  back-tracking  on  his  support  for  a 
marri^e  amendment.  In  the  mterview 
with  The  Post,  Bush  said  he  believed  that 
an  amendment  was  "necessary"  but  that 
the  response  in  the  Senate  has  been  tepid. 

"They  know  DOMA  is  in  place,  and 
they're  waiting  to  see  whetiier  or  not  EXDMA 
will  withstand  a  constitutional  challenge," 
Bush  said,  referri^  to  the  federal  Defense  of 
Marriage  ^  (DC^IA),  which  gives  states 
the  optiQ|;r'of  not  recognizing  another  state's 
same-sex  "marriage. ...  Senators  have  made 
it  clear  that  so  long  as  DOMA  is  deemed 
constitutional,  nodung  will  happen.  I'd  take 
their  admonition  seriously." 

McClellan  said  Bush  was  referring  to  the 
"legislative  realiW"  behind  passmg  an 
amendment,  which  would  need  67  votes  to 
make  it  out  of  the  Senate.  On  a  procedural 
vote  last  summer,  it  received  only  48  votes 
and  was  filibustered.  During  floor  debate  a 
few  senators  indicated  they  covdd  support 
an  amendment  if  DOMA  was  overturned. 

"[TJhere  are  a  number  of  members  of  the 
Senate  that  have  said  that  they're  not  open  to 


it  imtil  the  Defense  of  Marine  Act  faces^  a 
serious  legal  challenge,"  McClellan  said.  "... 
But  [Bush]  remains  firmly  coirunitted  to  pro¬ 
tecting  the  sanctity  of  marriage  and  moving 
forward  on  a  constitutional  amendment." 


Act 

California  cincT  Oklahoma.  Multiple 
suits  have  been  filed  in  Florida,  including 
separate  suits  by  homosexual  couples  who 
have  received  marriage  licenses  in  Canada 
and  Massachusetts.  Amendment  backers 
warn  that  the  Supreme  Court  eventually 
will  overturn  EXDMA,  thus  legalizing  same- 
sex  mtirriage  nationwide. 

Same-sex  marriage  is  legal  only  in 
Massachusetts,  although  that  could 
change  this  year  if  homosexual  activists 
are  successful  in  lawsuits  that  have  been 
filed  in  other  states,  such  as  Washington 
state  and  New  Jersey. 

Ridiard  LalTd,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville,  said  Bush  gave 
an  accurate  description  of  the  outlook  in 


the  Serrate  but  nonetheless  made  a 
"tactical  mistake"  with  his  remarks. 
"I  have  no  doubt  that  the  president 
is  firmly  comnutted  to  a  marriage 
protection  amendment,"  Land  told 
Baptist  Press.  "In  his  interview,  he 
was  giving  an  accurate  description 
of  the  current  legislation  situation, 
which  unfortunately  has  the  tactical 
result  of  giving  senators  who  don't 
want  to  vote  on  this  an  excuse. 

"Ihe  president  needs  to  shore 
up  any  doubts  that  some  may 
have  about  his  commitment  to 
this  issue  by  using  the  bully  pul¬ 
pit  of  the  presidency  ...  to  make  it 
clear  that  ne's  not  only  committed 
to  it,  but  it's  a  high  priority.  This  is 
extremely  important  because 
without  the  president's  strong 
support  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
get  the  required  two-thirds  vote  in  both 
me  house  and  the  senate." 

Land  predicted  that  a  marriage  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  U.S.  Ccttistitution  will  gamer 
more  support  once  a  federal  judge  strikes 
down  a  state  constitutional  marriage  amend¬ 
ment  such  as  one  of  the  ones  pcissed  by  voters 
on  Hection  Day.  Federal  lawsuits  are  pending 
agcunst  state  amendments  in  Oklahoma  and 
I'^raska.  Once  a  state  amendment  is  over¬ 
turned,  Land  said,  politicians  won't  be  able  to 
rely  on  a  states’  rigrits  argument. 

'The  excuse  that  many  senators  and 
congressmen  are  using,  that  this  is  still  up 
to  each  state,  will  have  been  proven  false 
by  raw  federal  judicial  power.  Land  said. 

Last  December  Sen.  John  Comyn,  a 
Texas  Republican  and  a  solid  supporter  of 
a  marnage  amendment,  told  the 
Associated  Press  that  "we're  going  to  have 
to  see  additional  court  cases  come  down" 
before  sentiment  in  the  Senate  changes. 

Land  asserted  that  the  president's  posi¬ 
tion  on  an  amendment  is  critical  to  his  rela- 
tiorrship  with  values  voters. 


MTV  more  obscene  than  networks 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
For  years,  parents  have  com¬ 
plained  about  the  sexually 
explicit  and  vulgar  content  of 
programs  on  broadcast  televi¬ 
sion.  As  it  turns  out,  a  cable 
channel  marketed  to  their 
children  —  MTV  —  may  be 
even  worse. 

A  study  released  February  1 
by  the  Parents  Television  Coimcdl 
found  that  MTV  has  consider¬ 
ably  more  sexual  content  and 
fom  Icinguage  than  its  coimter- 
parts  on  primetime  broadcast 
televisicMi  ^BC,  CBS,  NBC,  etc). 

The  study  —  which  surveyed 
171  hours  of  MTV  program¬ 
ming  —  found  that  the  cable 
channel  has  an  average  of  nine 
sexual  scene  per  hour  and  8.9 
"un-bleeped"  uses  of  foul  lan¬ 
guage  per  hour. 

By  coinparison,  the  10  o'clock 
(Eastern)  hour  on  the  broadcast 
networks  has  5.8  sexual  scenes 
per  hour  and  6.5  uses  of  foul  lan- 

Oe  per  hour.  That  hour,  the 
one  of  the  primetime  line¬ 
up,  usually  has  more  adult- 
themed  programming  —  mean¬ 
ing  that  round-ttre-dock  MTV 
prograriuning  is  more  offensive 
than  broadcast  TVs  "adult  hour." 

According  to  Nielsen  Media 
Resejirch,  MTV  is  watched  by 
73%  of  boys  and  78%  of  girls 
ages  12-19,  the  study  said. 


"MTV  is  one  of  the  major  ccm- 
tributors  to  American  popular 
culture  becoming  a  pigsty," 
Richard  Land,  president  of  me 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Relimous  Liberty  Commission, 
told  raptist  Press.  "The  gratuitous 
sex,  violence  and  filth  poured 
foiA  into  children's  mir^  and 
hearts  through  MTV  is  terribly 
damaging  and  destructive. 

"...I  carmot  imagine  that  any 
parent  —  if  they  were  informed 
about  what's  on  MTV  —  would 
allow  their  children  to  watch  it" 

MTV's  reedity  programs  con¬ 
tained  the  most  sexual  content, 
according  to  the  study.  Its  music 
videos  had  the  most  foul  lan¬ 
guage  cmd  violence. 

In  fact,  the  study  showed  that 
MTV's  ciepictions  of  violence 
were  higher  ttum  that  of  broad¬ 
cast  Tv  There  were  six  inci¬ 
dences  of  violence  per  hour  on 
MTV,  compared  to  broadcast 
TV's  5.8  inadences  per  hour  dur¬ 
ing  ttie  10  o'clcxrk  time  slot. 

In  addition  to  the  8.9  "un¬ 
bleeped"  foul  words  per  hour, 
MTv  programnung  also  had 
18.3  bleeped  profanities  an  hour, 
the  study  found. 

"This  should  be  a  wakeup  call 
for  p>arents  everywhere  to  take 
drastic  action  to  protect  their 
children's  eyes  and  ears  from 
this  immoral  indcKtrination," 


Rcmdy  Thomassoru  president 
of  the  Campaign  for  Children 
and  Famines,  told  Baptist 
Press. 

Thomasson  suggested  that 
parents  either  severely 
restrict  TV-viewing,  purchase 
equipment  to  IcKk  certain 
chcinnels  or  get  rid  of  the  tele¬ 
vision  altogether.  "What  I'm 
suggesting  can  be  very  good 
forramUies,"  he  said.  '^'When 
your  child^  are  raised  on 
■IV,  they're  rwt  your  children 
cmymore.  They  belong  to  'MTV, 
they  belong  to  anti-family 
forces." 

The  study  found  that 

•  The  regular  series  Room 
Raiders  —  which  airs  during 
the  daytime  —  has  an  average 
or  22  sexual  scenes  or  scenarios 
per  hour. 

•  The  special  %)ring  Break 
F2intasies  had  32  sexual  scenes  in 
one  hour. 

•  Making  the  Band  2  was 
•  the  most  offensive  in  the  foul- 

language  category,  having  52 
obscemties  (both  hleeped  and 
unbleeped). 

•  MTVs  reality  programming 
contains  an  avwagp  0112.6  sexu¬ 
al  scenes  per  hoiu. 

MTV,  Land  insisted,  influ¬ 
ences  the  behavior  of  children 
and  teenagers.  'Television  is 
built  upon  me  premise  that  what 


you  watch  impacts  your  behav¬ 
ior,"  he  S£dd.  "That's  why  we 
have  advertising." 

Advertisers  wouldn't  pur¬ 
chases  ads  "if  it  didn't  result  in 
people  purchasing  their  prod¬ 
ucts,"  Land  said,  adding, '’how 
much  more  of  an  impact  does 
this  unrelenting  smut  have  on 
our  still-dev^oping  hearts 
and  minds?" 

Thomasson  said  that  too 
many  parents  —  Qtristian  and 
non-Christian  —  are  "asleep  at 
the  wheel"  and  do  not  know 
what  television  programs  their 
children  are  watchi^. 

'To  many,  the  TV  has  been 
used  a  convenient  baby-sitter," 
Thomasson  said.  "...It  is  the  job 
of  Christian  parents  to  sacrince 
what  they  perceive  is  good  in 
order  to  choose  the  best.  You 
either  love  TV  or  you  love  your 
children." 
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New  China  religion  law  not  seen  as  big  improvement 


NANJING,  China  (BP)  — 
China  has  announced  that  a 
new  law  governing  the  free¬ 
dom  of  rdigion  will  go  into 
effect  March  1,  according  to 
Compass  EHrect  news  service. 

The  government  first 
announced  the  new  Religious 
Affairs  Provisions  on  Nov.  30, 
according  to  a  mid-December 
report  by  the  New  China 
News  Agency.  The  NCNA,  a 
government  news  agency, 
said  the  new  law  is  regarded 
as  "a  significant  step  forward 
in  the  protection  of  Chinese 
citizens^  religious  freedom." 

The  NCI^  further  stated 
that  the  new  provisions  are 
designed  to  "deal  with  new 
situations  and  issues  that 
have  emerged  in  recent  years 
with  China's  rapid  socio-eco¬ 
nomic  development." 

However,  according  to  the 
mid-January  Compass  Direct 
r^ort,  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  provisions  shows  that, 
with  some  minor  exceptions, 
very  little  has  changed  in 
China's  religious  policy.  In 
fact,  it  appears  some  of  the 
new  regulations  tighten  exist- 
ingrestrictions. 

The  new  law  consists  of  48 
Articles,  divided  into  seven 
sections  titled  General 
Principles,  Religious  Bodies, 
Religious  Venues,  Religious 
Personnel,  Religious  Finance 
and  Property,  Legal 
Responsibilities,  and  Addenda. 
They  lay  out  a  comprehensive 
system  to  control  affairs  for  all 
religious  believers  in  China. 

The  Chinese  Communist 
Party  (CCP)  first  established 


control  over  religion  in  the 
early  1950s  throu^  its  United 
Front  Work  Department  and 
Religious  Affairs  Bureau  — 
renamed  the  State  Admini¬ 
stration  for  Religious  Affairs. 

The  system  ran  aground 
during  the  chaos  of  the 
Cultural  Revolution  (1966-76) 
but  was  reestablished  between 
1978  and  1979  and  codified  in 
Document  19  of  the  CCP 
Central  Comnnittefe  in  1982. 

Now  more  than  20  years 
later,  the  new  provisions  reaf¬ 
firm  the  dominance  of  the  com¬ 
munist  party  and  the  mecha¬ 
nisms  of  control  laid  out  in 
1982,  Compass  Direct  reported. 

Beijing's  overriding  con¬ 
cern  is  clearly  apparent  in 
Article  3,  according  to 
Compass  Direct.  The  article 
states,  "Religious  bodies,  reli¬ 
gious  venues  and  believers 
must  uphold  the  constitution, 
laws  and  regulations  to  safe- 

fuard  national  unity,  harmony 
etween  the  national  minori¬ 
ties,  and  social  stability." 

Over  the  past  two  decades, 
the  rapid  growth  of  religion 
has  alarmed  party  hardliners. 
Islamic  separatism  in 
Xinjiang,  Buddhist  national¬ 
ism  in  Tibet  and  Mongolia, 
the  growth  of  Catholic  and 
Protestant  house  churches, 
and  the  spread  of  religious 
cults  such  as  Falun  Gong  and 
Lightning  from  the  East  have 
all  combined  to  place  the  con¬ 
trol  of  religion  at  the  top  of 
the  CCP's  agenda. 

In  late  October  as  officials 
prepared  to  announce  the  new 
law,  bloody  clashes  broke  out 
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between  Muslims  and  Han 
Chinese  in  Henan,  China's 
ancient  rural  heartland. 

Beijing's  nervousness  with 
its  more  than  20  million 
Muslim  citizens  is  underlined 
by  Article  43  of  the  new  law, 
which  authorizes  China's 
Religious  Affairs  arm  to  "pro¬ 
hibit  those  who  take  it  upon 
themselves  to  organize  pil¬ 
grimages  overseas."  This 
clause  is  obviously  designed 
to  prevent  Chinese  Muslims 
from  traveling  to  Mecca. 

According  to  Article  3,  the 
state  "protects  normal  religious 
activities."  However,  "normal" 
and  "abnormal"  religious 
activities  are  not  defined.  The 
CCP  reserves  the  right  to  make 
such  distinctions. 

Government  registration  for 
all  religious  organizations  is  reaf¬ 
firmed  in  Articles  6,  12  and  15. 
For  example.  Article  12  states, 
"The  collective  religious  activities 
of  religious  citizens  must  general¬ 
ly  take  place  in  religious  venues 
which  have  been  registered." 

Article  7  sets  forth  continu¬ 
ing  government  control  over 
rengious  publications. 

"Patriotic"  or  registered  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  are  still 
restricted  to  printing  limited 
numbers  of  religious  books  for 
their  internal  use. 

Books  with  a  religious  content 
are  still  censored  and  must  not 
promote  "religious  extremism." 
Again,  what  is  "extreme"  i^re- 
sumably  defined  by  ff»e  CCK 

Article  19,  regarding  the 
supervisory  role  of  state  offi¬ 


cials,  states,  "Religious  venues 
must  accept  the  supervision 
and  investigation  of  the 
Religious  Affau^  departments." 

Tnere  are  a  few  minor 
improvements  in  religious  poli- 
CT,  according  to  Compass  Direct. 
For  example.  Article  15  orders 
local  government  to  respond 
within  30  days  to  requests  from 
religious  bebevers  to  register  a 
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Christian  owned  home  improvements.  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661/. 


FRIGID  CONDITIONS  —  In  a  rural  registered  church  on  the  outskirts 
of  Harbin,  China,  a  crude  stove  does  little  to  cut  the  deep  winter  freeze 
as  worshippers  gather  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord.  Leaders  of  Harbin's  reg¬ 
istered  churches  openly  express  concern  about  the  future  of  establish^ 
churches,  often  void  of  youth  and  young  professionals.  (BP  photos) 

new  church  or  temple. 

If  implementea,  this  may 
help  Christian  bebevers  cut 
through  the  often  impenetrable 
thicket  of  bureaucracy  when 
applying  for  official  registration. 

The  New  China  News 
Agency  claimed  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  spent  six  years  draft¬ 
ing  the  new  provisions,  in  con- 
siutation  with  "people  in  law, 
rebgion  and  human  rights."  MISS  I  S  S  I  P  P  I 

According  to  Compass  "R  A  P'T'TQT^Q 

Direct,  it  seems  very  doubtful  ll/X  I  X  XO  A  O 
that  religious  people  outside 

the  state-controlled  patriotic  _ 

associations  were  ever  con¬ 
sulted.  The  results  are  likely 

to  exacerbate  tensions  ministry  OPPORTUNITY:  full-time 
between  state  and  party  MiNiSTHi  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDix>TK)N. 
organs  on  the  one  hand  and  Please  mail  resumes  to  Slayden  Baptist 

rengious  communities  and  Church,  Attn:  Search  Committee,  2534 

individuals  on  the  other.  ^  ^ 

slaydenchurch@bellsouth.net.  For  rrjore 

information  call  (662)  252-4559. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking  for  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  music.  Education  and 
experience  preferred.  Interested  appli¬ 
cants  may  send  their  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church  Ridgeland,  302  W. 
Jackson  Street,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157. 
FINANCIAL  SECRETARY:  First  Baptist 
CFiurch,  Ridgelarxl  is  looking  for  a  part- 
time  financial  secretary.  Approximately 
20  hours  a  week.  Computer  skills  and 
flrtancial  training  Fielpful.  Resumes  may 
be  sent  to  First  Baptist  Church 
Ridgeland,  302  W.  Jackson  Street, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157. 

PARf-flME  YOUTH  MINISTER: 
IMahatchie  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
mature,  energetic  person  to  lead  our 
youth  to  maturity  and  ministry.  Mall 
resume  to  Pelahatchie  Baptist 
‘Church,  attn:  search  committee,  P.O. 
Box  355,  Pelahatchie,  MS  39145. 
MINISTER  OF  MUSiC^fUDe^rT  WORK¬ 
ER.  Self  motivated,  music  Bachelor's 
degree.  Young  or  young  at  heart.  We  have 
a  bleixJed  service,  Pbwer  point,  key¬ 
board,  sax,  already  used.  Congregation  in 
multipurpose  worship  center.  Beginning 
salary  $25-30,000.  Actual  youth  num¬ 
bers  is  small,  potential  is  enormous. 
Contact  pastor.  Dr.  W.  "Frank" 
Lescallette,  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  at  (601 )  636-8121. 
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Himself  on  the  Israelites,  God 


Family  Bible  Study  gS 

Does  God  Want  Me  Back? 

Hosea  11: 1-11 

th^  continued  to  forsake 
Him  and  chose  instead 
the  worshfo  of  other 
gods,  (v.2)  God  acted  as  ^ 
a  parent  to  Israel  teaching 
them  to  walk  in  His  way  and 
healing  them  in  their  times  of 


By  Frances  C.  Graham 


whereby  Israel,  identified  as  the  and  instead  continued  to  sacrifice 
child,  was  called  out  of  Egypt,  to  the  Baals,  (v.2) 

(Exodus  4:22)  God  identified  God  used  cords  of  man  such 
Israel  as  "My  son"  as  it  was  as  gentleness  and  love  rather 
called  out  of  Egypt  to  Canaan  than  the  harsh  reins  that  one 
and  provided  Doth  protection  would  use  to  control  ctnimalsi 
and  sustenance.  The  same  phras-  (v.4)  He  wooed  them  (Israel) 
es  are  foimd  in  Matthew  2:15  constantly  with  His  unending 
when  Jesus,  God's  Son,  was  devotion  to  them.  He  never 
called  out  of  Egypt  to  fulMl  the  once  forced  them  to  serve  Him. 
prophecy  for  which  He  was  Hosea  speaks  of  judgment 
purposed.  In  both  cases,  God's  but  he  notes  that  it  would  not 
purpose  is  to  be  the  lovir^parent  take  the  form  of  bondage  back 
of  both  His  people  and  H&  Son.  in  Egypt.  (Deuteronomy  17:16) 
Now  in  spite  of  God's  love  Insteaa,  they  would  fall  captive 
and  parenting  of  the  Israelites,  under  the  Assyrians  (This 


Graham  is  a  member  of  Adaton 
Church,  Starkoille. 


BEven  after  all  of  the  the  man  and  sought  another  kind  Israel  only,  however,  I  think 
miracles,  they  still  of  help  from  the  Lord.  He  rec-  that  the  whole  earth  experienced 
wanted  a  sign.  If  you  are  ognized  that  he  deserved  pun-  darkness.  The  darkness  is  a 
who  you  say  you  are,  imment,  but  Jesus  had  done  reminder  that  flie  cross  is  a  place 
then  show  us.  How  nothfog  to  deserve  such  judg-  of  judgment.  The  end  of  foe 
much  more  proof  did  ment.  Wtead  of  asking  to  he  darkness  is  punctuated  with 
they  need?  I  wonder  if  free  from  his  just  punish-  theory — My  Clod,  My  God,  why 
foe  lord  had  come  ment,  he  asked  to  be  free  from  have  you  forsaken  me?  In  that 
down  from  the  cross  his  sin.  He  guested  tiiat  Jesus  three  hours  foe  full  force  of  foe 
and  fod  not  fulfill  foe  remember  him.  Here  is  a  man  wrath  of  God  was  poured  out 
will  of  the  Father  in  who  repents  and  believes.  He  .  on  the  Son  of  God.  Then  He  died, 
death  just  how  many  of  receivea  foe  great  promise  The  tearing  apart  of  foe  veil 
them  would  have  embraced  directly  from  foe  Lord.  The  proved  once  for  all  that  foe  pic- 
Him  as  Messiah?  I  venture  to  repentant  criminal  had  foe  rifice  of  Jesus  was  a  sufficient 
say  that  many  of  those  who  assurance  that  on  foe  very  day  atonement  for  sins  and  that  foe 
opposed  Him  would  have  he  spoke  to  foe  Lord,  he  would  way  to  foe  Holy  of  Holies  was 
accused  Him  or  foe  Romans  of  be  with  foe  Lord  in  paradise.  now  open  for  all  who  believe  in 
some  type  of  trickery.  Many  Jesus.  The  centurion  was  moved 

fied.  What  did  Our  Lord  do?  He  still  would  have  ignored  His  DYING  FOR  OTHERS,  by  foe  deafo  of  Jesus.  His  death 

claim  as  Messiah  and  perished  LUKE  23:44-47  was  unlike  any  other  he  had 

prayed  for  their  in  their  sins.  He  did  not  save  Most  people,  except  those  ever  witnessed.  He  heard  Him 
ley  md  not  realize  Himself  because  He  came  to  directly  involved,  did  not  tiiink  cw  out  and  saw  Him  breathe 
save  His  people  from  their  sins,  much  of  foe  crucifixion  of  tiuee  Fus  last,  not  in  a  fit  of  fury,  but 

men  on  the  outddrts  of  Jerusalem,  wjith  quiet  and  majestic  dignity 
PROMISING  ETERNAL  LIFE,  They  did  not  take  much  notice  as  becoming  foe  Lord  Jesus 

LUKE  23:40-43  of  foe  true  Passover  Lamb  Christ.  Mark  seems  to  indicate 

One  of  foe  criminals  bUs-  dying  for  foe  sins  of  all  saints  of  that  foe  cry  itself  affected  foe 

phemed  the  Lord  Jesus  and  also  all  &\e.  At  about  foe  sixth  centurion  —  Mark  15:39.  Have 
asked  for  Him  to  prove  His  iden-  hour  tiie  sun  was  darkened  until  you  been  touched  by  foe  deafo 
tity  (v.  39).  The  next  verse  about  foe  ninth  hour.  Obviously,  of  Jesus? 

were  begins  with  one  of  the  most  God  caused  it.  The  severe  dark-  — - 

eered  important  words  in  Scripture —  ening  of  the  sun  fell  over  foe  Gant  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 

cross,  but.  The  other  criminal  rebuked  whote  land.  Land  could  refer  to  Grove  Church,  Gore  S^ngs. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Jesus  Offers  Forgiveness 

Luke  23:32-47 


Every  event  that  occurs  is  included  opening  blind 
historical.  However,  not  every  eyes,  makmg  foe  deaf 
event  is  historic.  The  sigi^ca^  h^,  causing  foe  dumb  to  speak, 
ones  are  considered  as  nistoriA  healing  foelame  so  they  could 
Such  h^penings  as  foe  signing  walk  again,  rescuing  souls  from 
of  The  Declaration  of  Indepen-  foe  possession  of  demons,  and 
dence  or  foe  horrible  trageay  of  raismg  foe  dead  to  life.  For  all 
September  11,  2001,  are  clearly  of  that.  He  was  taken  and  crud- 

historic.  The  event  that  is  foe  L™  V.”„l  C— I _ 

focus  of  this  lesson  is  foe  most  prayed  for  those  who  were 

historic  of  all  time.  This  one  event  mvolved.  He  [ - 

is  tt^e  focus  of  all  of  history.  That  forgiveness.  The' 
event  is  foe  cross.  foe  full  depth  of  foe  wicked  act. 

sa  they  would  not  have 
Him  (1  Corinthians  2:8). 


PRAYING  FOR  SINNERS, 
LUKE  23:32-34 

The  Lord  Jesus  was  taken 
along  with  two  others  to  be  put 
to  deafo.  Luke  plainly  stated 
"they  crucified  Him."  He  was 
treated  as  a  common  criminal. 
He  was  scourged.  This  act  alone 
often  brought  deafo.  What  were 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  ThcMnas  E.  Pittman 
Carotya  Franks 

Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Kaleb  Scott  Frveny 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Neil  H.  Simmons 
Charles  A  Ann  Sheppard 
Scott  A  Ashley  Sheppard 
Delbert  Gaan,  Sr. 

Deacons,  Bethel  BC-Hazlehurst 
Geneva  Gardner 

Mrs.  Lycy  B.  Mauldin  A  Family 
Mr.  HUinan  O.  Gentry 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Abby  Grace  Gibaon 

Valley  Psrk  Baptist  Church 
Fraacis  Goodwin 

Mrs.  Nell  Denson  Fenoglio 
Lei^  Ann  Gore 

Mrs.  Opal  Vickers 
Mother  of  Mr.  Lib  Gower.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  O.  Baker 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Gower.  Sr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  Wills 
Ivy  (irantbam 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Leon  Graves 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Georgia  Gray 

Dr.  A  Mis.  Phillip  B.  Murray 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Albert  F.  Dribben 
Justin  "Walker"  Greenlee 

Frank  A  Harrie  Greenlee  A 
Frank  Jr 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Greer 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  Roy  Brash  Griffin 

Misters  Harry  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Earl  Gacsi.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Ramsey 
Jim  Hale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mickey  Hale 
Mrs.  Nen  Haley 

Mrs.  Dil  P.  Johnson 
Mn.  Lillian  G.  Hayward 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  McRee 
DonHaU 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Sidney  L.  Williams 
Mrs.  Minnie  HnU 

Mn.  Betty  J.  Conger 
Mr.  James  E.  Ham.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Don.  Lana  A  Jon  Dovis 
Loaiae  Jones 
Meagan  Ramage 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Charles  Dew 
Cnrtk  Hardy 

Rev.  A  Mn.  David  R.  Hardy 
Mrs.  Neff  Hamnn 

First  Baptist  Church 
Elixabeth  Hariell  Harper 
Mr.  W.  C.  Stevenson  Jr. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Harper 

Mislen  Harry  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Mary  Lon  Hatcher 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joel  Hale 
Shirry  Hath  am 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Gloria  Hawkins 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Leonard  O.  Pogue 
Mrs.  Ibm  Hcdcnaan 

Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  R.  Newman  HI 


Jimmy  Janos 

Ms.  Margaret  C.  Ashley 
Mr.  Glea  Johnson 

Leroy.  Sandra  A  Morgan  Peeples 
Mrs.  Lorraine  Joiner 

Sarah  A  Glynn  Mcllwain 
Tom  A  Susie  Mcllwain 
Ana  Jones 

Mr.  Andy  Anderson 
Mr.  Grady  Jones,  Jr. 

Paul  A  Lavenia  Bullard 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Brewer 
Mrs.  Vina  Mae  Jordan 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  Re%etie 
N.  W.  Jordon 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 
Mrs.BeUJosey 

Womens  Cir  of  Fellowship- 
Morgan  Chapel  BC 
Patsy  R.  Keating 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Hendnx 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  L.  Travis  Jr. 
Mrs.  Jo  Keeling 

Todd  A  Bobbie  Horn 
Mr.  Howard  Kclaey 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ronnie  G.  Beck 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  A.  Lee 
Dickey  Kendall 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Craig  Haskins 
Mn.  Tena  Haskins 
Jan  Kennedy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Pugh 
Paul  Kerr 

Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Rev.  Jeff  KMleman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  Randall 
Ms.  Sandi  Coghlan 
Benny  Keys 

Mn.  Iris  Hawkins 
James  A.  Kidd 

Mn.  Wilma  N.  Kidd 
Mr.  John  Arthur  KUIebrew,  Jr. 

Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 
Frances  Kimball 

Jimmy  A  Marcene  Matthews 
Mrs.  Clarice  Watt  Knight 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  Sanders 
Mr.  Henry  tSo"  Herbert  Knight 

Graeber  Broihen.  Inc.  'v. 
Brenda  BifTle  and  Family 
Odean  Helms 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Donny  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Mary  Loo  Knight 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Chester  Htdloway 
Ms.  Jurline  Steed 
LooeUaKocalg 

Ms.  Aon  S.  Danoa 
Infant  daughter  of« 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stan  Kyie 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ted  T.  Shook 
Mrs.  Ihppcr  Laaiptna 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeny  E.  Breakfield 


Mr.  A  Mn.  James  L  Hall 
Bubba  A  Becky  ToUison 
Patsy  Baler 

PleMaal  Hill  BC 
Mrs.  Elixabeth  Bourne 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  E  Breakfkld 
Mr.  Billy  B.  Rawls  Family 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Brewer 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Boydatun 

Faitb  Class,  FBC-Louisville 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


HoUy  A  Chad  Cook 
Dale,  Sharon  A  Matt  Hays 
Carolya  A.  PtiuBcey 

E)r.  A  Mn.  Fred  E  Tatum 
Eugene  Purvis 

Branch  Baptist  Church 
W.KeijPyiwa 

kto.  Agnes  E  Pyron 
Mr.  C.  Hooker  Quick 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Mack  Stewart 
JL  L.  PoBt  Family 

Mr.  John  M.  Davis 
Paula  Regaa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Scod  Pittman 
Roger  Reid 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  EXingan  Jr. 
Simon  L.  Renfro,  IV 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Paul  M.  Reofroe 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Qdonial  Hei^its  Nci^ibors 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  Dowdle 
Robert  Revere 

Bill.  Stewart  A  Tretit  Curtis 
Adin  Moore  Roberts 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  Roberts 
Mrs.  Chrtehic  Robinson 
Pfulene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pat  Ingram 
Mr.  George  F.  Sigrest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  RiuaeU 

Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  Salmon 
Mr.  C.  David  Hobgood 
Bertie  Sarta 

Mr.  A  Mn.  BiUy  W.  Woods 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Edith  Seale 

Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Estes  L.  Carwyle 
Sharon  SUms 

Mr.  A  Mn.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Sboemake 

Ms.  Polly  M.  Fraxicr  ^ 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  W.C.  Simmons 

Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  D.  Faggard 
Novcile  Simpson 

Charloac  A  Mike  Walker 
Mrs.  Annie  Mac  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  M.  Haley 
RHa  C.  Sowefl 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dale  Soweli 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Speights 

Frances  A  Joe  Speights 
Ms  Bct^  Speighti 

Pran^  A  Joe  Speights 
Lois  Stokes 

Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Mrs.  Bonair  Storm 

Frances  A  Joe  Speights 
Roy  Stuart  Sr. 

Sbuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ametlc  SuMvao 

Aduh  5  Grace  SSC,  FBC- 
Louisville 
Sarah  SullivaB 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  B.  Martin 
Richard  L.  Swan 

Mn.  Mary  Jo  Swan 
Mrs.  Sue  Ihchctt 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Martha  Ihacrsall 

Ms.  Jo  Ann  Franks 
nitty  Tbcfrett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Smith  A  Family 
JJL  "Bad"  Titigpea 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Junes  P.  Streetman  in 
Rumett  Tbomicy 

Ms.  Barbara  Bagley 
Cartli  M. 'ITnmpiaa 

Jackie  A  Kevin  Cheatham 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Thrasher 

Mr.  A  kAs.  Jimmy  Jenkias 
Mra.  Dora  Narl  TMwett 

Mn.  JolHi  M.  'ndwell  Sr. 
Howard  A  laa  IVeadway 
kir.  Scott  lyeadway 
Patricia  Aaa  IVImm 

Mr.  A  k4n.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Mrs.  Paul  lyosctt 

Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Richard  Waiwr 

nalene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Rkk  Wrihers 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E  Fuqua 


January  2005 
Honors 


k4s.  Linda  C.  Brame 
Hope  Bramflrld 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Father  of  Mra.  Dewayae  Brcaieale 
Mn.  J  M.  Tidwell 
Wittiam  B.  Brewer 

k4r.  A  k4n.  Bryant  Myall 
Mra.  Jewel  Brinson 
ktlr.  Tony  Rogers 
WehlooBrtoter 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ted  T  Shook 
Elixabeth  Farris  Brooks 

Mr.  A  k4n.  Thomas  J.  Norton 
Bethany  Brownlee  . 

Youth.  Buck  Creek  BC-Ricnlon 
Mlltoa  Bryant 

Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Abb  Bufkin 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Bufkin 
E  O.  Bufkin 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Bufkin 
Adrain  Burchfield 

Hernando  Chapter  258  O.E.S. 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Bush 

Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  W  Watson 
Mr.  Clarence  M.  Shannon 
Mrs.  Launa  Butler 

Paul  A  Lavenia  Ballard 
IVcva  Butler 

Mn.  Jewell  L.  Stanley 
Mr.  Joe  Byars 

Mr.  A  kto.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  Jack  Byrd 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  E  Breakfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Callerxler  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  E.  Pittman 
Mr.  Billy  B.  Rawls  Family 
Mn.  Mildred  H.  Stamps 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mrs.  Mabel  Rowley 
P.  C.  Cain 

Ann  R.  Brumfield 
Bill  Rimes 


Edwards  Baptist  Church 

Dr.  A  k4n.  Gerald  J.  Hasaebnan 

Jeaua 

SuKtuary  SSC,  N  Oxford  BC- 
Oxfoid 

Ciudy  Davh  Alaworth 

kfrs.  Genola  Davis  Barlow 
Mike  A  Sarah  Battey 

k4r.  A  Mrs.  Brian  Houston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wattacc  Bailey 

Mr.  A  k4n.  Brian  Houston 
Charles  A  Doris  Carter 
k4s.  Betty  N.  Griffith 


Mi.  Robert  S.  Ct^ 

Helen  A  E  L.  Crate 

Ms.  Jessica  H.  Germany 
Sam,  Dottle,  Kirsten, 

Lydia  A  David  Devore 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Denny  Brown 
LocUle  French 

Hon.  A  Mn.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Mrs.  Virgtete  Ganas 
Don  A  Sue  Ganas 
Valeric  Hafl 

Seeken  SSC,  Seminary  BC- 
Seminary 
Brent  Harris 

kfs.  Susan  Ward 
Frank  A  Peggy  Harris 
Ms.  Susan  Ward 
Mim  Jcsrica  Horton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jay  Hubbard 
Paula  A  KeHy  Martin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Ryan 
Dr.  John  G.  McCatt 

Dr.  A  kfn.  Gerald  J.  Hassetman 
Haxd  McCltetock 

The  Craycrafts  (Everett,  Lilhan. 
Becky,  Ellen  Jean  A  Debbie) 
Mrs.  Peggy  Joyce  Mtee 

Misters  Harry  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Jean  A  Joe  Pettiet 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Gene  Wills 
Rev.  Guy  Reedy 

Mr.  Larry  Hart 
Mr.  Tom  Roberaon 

The  Seeken  SSC,  Seminary 
BC-Seroinary 
Rev.  Gordon  fansing 
Mr.  Sid  Salter 
Jobs  A  Mary  SeweO 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joel  Hale 
Rev.  L  G.  Smith 

Mr.  A  kfn.  Kam  Quinn 
Mra.  Delores  T.  Sptete 

Mislen  Hany  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Carolyn  Slewnrt 

Mn.  Martha  E.  Napoli 
Edwinn  WkHe 

Edwina  While  s  SSC,  FBC- 
Paacagoula 

Mr.  Chnrics  P.  Witttems 

Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  ClintoiH  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchilclrensvillage.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Ed  Campbell 

H^  A  k4n.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Felix  CantrdI 

k4r.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivant 
owe  Bea  Carrol 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ted  T.  Shook 
Mrs.  Anioc  Cartwright 
Bob  A  Jean  Hooker 
Mn.  Hope  P. 

W.T.Cmey 

k4r.  A  k4n.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mne  Cnmel 
Vickie  Hancock 
Mr.  A  k4n.  H.  G.  Langley  Jr. 
Judy  Moss 
Dot  Whitten 
Mr.  A  k4n.  Bob  Palmer 
Casaell  SSC.  FBC-Union 
Hubert  Chaney 

k4r.  A  kto.  William  L  Butler 
Penri  Chrestman 

Hinkle  Homemakers  Oub 
Mrs.  Mildred  Clnrk 

Mn.  Mera  C.  Hall 
Mrs.  Laura  Marie  Coats 

Mr.  A  kfn.  Robert  Sullivan 
Eretta  Meadows  Cochran 

Mn.  Ems  Gene  Denmark 
Clyde  Cole 

Mr.  Geaiid  Buckley 
Mrs.  Mildred  Keating  Coltharp 
Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr. 

Kim  Corbaa 

Brad,  Beth.  DiUon  A  ADym  Hayes 
Mrs.  late  Carl 

k4n.  Jean  Woodruff 
Harold  Cnvlagioa 

Mr.  A  Mra.  S.  S.  Crocker 
MMetta  Camndags 

Baptiu  Women,  Bogue  Qaao  BC 
Mr.  J.  W.  Capit 

Mr.  A  k4n.  Boyd  H.  Hudson 
Cams  Catrer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  A.  Clay 


Waller  A  Gayaell  Hester 
kds.  Hester  L.  Sims 
Ms.  Mikhed  R  Sims 
Mrs.  Elote  Hitt 

Mr.  A  kdn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  E  Hobgood 
Mr.  C.  David  Hobgood 
Mr.  W.  B.  "BIB"  Holder 

Dr.  A  k4n.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 


kfr.  A  Mn.  D.  Marshall  Howell 
Mrs.  Norma  Langraatein 

Mr.  A  ktn.  Thomas  E  Burris 
WiUiiy  Wxken  SSC  E  Rek  BC 
WMU.  East  Fork  BC-Smilhdalc 
Ms.  Sammie  B.  Anglin 
Ml  a  Mrs.  Carey  R  Bankston  Jr. 
Margaret  Lawler  League 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Newsom 
Mrs.  Lcia  B.  Lee 

Mn.  kfarcia  B.  Smith  A  Family 
Mrs.  Margaret  Lee 

kfrs.  George  Gatewood 
Ms.  Tina  Mae  Lee 

Mr.  A  k4n.  Daniel  Lee 
Stephen  Lee 

k4r.  AMrs.  Fred  C.  Abney 
EIoIb  Mac  Lctecy 

Kit  Chancellor  A  Family 


Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Maurice  Lee  Houca 

Mr.  A  kfn.  Don  Hones 
Chief  B.S.  "BIB"  Hood 

k4r.  A  kin.  Fred  B.  Hood 
MUdrod  HouitoB 

Mr.  A  kin.  Frank  E  klorgan 
Mrs.  Faircs  Howard 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Norman  N.  Fouraain 


Mr.  Owen  R.  Warren 
Amy  MHIcr 

Upper  Elem  Grades-Plrklane 
Academy 
Eageac  MBchcll 

Mr.  Michael  C.  MilebeU 
Rev.  Bltt  A  Mrs.  Betty  Mttchcl 
Ms.  JoAno  Johnston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Mtee,  Sr. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Mtee  Jr. 

Katherine  Moatgemrry 

Mr.  A  kin.  Terry  Champion 
Vernon  A.  Moore 

kir.  James  C.  Peay 
Mr.  J.  T.  Morriaoo 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
PhUP.  Morn 

Mn.  Jean  S.  Moss  A  Psmily 


Memorials 


Mr.  A  Mn.  E  Paige  Howell 
Mrs.  Lora  Etta  Hadron 

Dr.  A  kin.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Amy  IngoM 

Mn.  Edith  M.  AJdridge 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Grrotbam  A 

Family 

JoAno  A  Emcal  Lee  IngoM 
Mr.  A  kirs.  Bruce  Hill 
Mr.  Clarence  Jackron 

Robot  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.  Grady  Jonea,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  klangold 
Cory  Jones 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  G.  Jones 
Skddon  Kaiser,  Sr. 

kin.  F.  S.  Kaiser 
JsoacoKMd 

Mr.  Lee  A.  Kidd  A  Family 


Doy  Faye  Adaam 

Dungan  Eogteecring  PA 
U.  CoL  HmoM  W.  Adams 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Grover  C.  Alien 
Mrs.  Doy  Faye  Adams 

Mr.  A  kin.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mrs.  Jewel  Adcock 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harold  B.  Blalock 
Jim  ABen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  Ezell 
Mrs.  Mary  Nett  ABen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  George  R.  Faulk 
Virglnte  ABen 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Penny  Aadersoa  Henry 

Mr.  A  kin.  Keith  Gunn 
Susan  Brown's  SSC-Forest  BC 
Mn.  Wilma  Walsh 
Mr.  J.  M.  Aahley 

Mrs.  klarcM  B  Smith  A  Family 
Carlos  AsWmbay 

kis.  Paityc  M.  Graham 
Mr.  pnlbrd  fattcy 

Mn.  Yvctic  Moore 
Betty  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  EBa  Baker 

Mr.  W  B.  Webb 
Mrs.  Louise  BaBenger 
Ms.  Beth  Bush 
Ms.  Rollyns  R.  Bush 
Grandmother  of  Mr.  Aten  Bahim 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Mrs.  Elixabeth  BarfMd 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harold  G.  Schultz 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Bender 

Ms.  Barbara  B.  Easterliog 
Mr.  A  Mra.  W.  M.  McElroy 
Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivam 
Mrs.  Mettle  Bert 

Mr.  A  Mrs  James  E  TVsvis  Jr. 
FA  Bibb 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Walter  B.  Moore 
David  BlfTW 

Ms.  Marie  Bailey 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Mickey  Hale 
Mr.  W.  J.  Bilbro.  Jr. 

Dr  A  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Francea  B.  Btefrird 

Mr.  A  Mra.  Jerry  E  Breakfield 
Morris  Blocfcer 


Pleasant  Hill  BC 
Sidney  little 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Harvey  Logaa 

kIr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Barbee 
fvladys  Lott 

Edsvard  A  Lara  Odom 
BHIy  Lovett 

Bovina  Baptist  Cburcb 
Harry  Lnctkic 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mrs.  Aanie  Lynch 

Gakkn^tenOtex  klortgomay  BC 
Mrs.  Elixabeth  Lynch 

Unity  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  Joe  Goldberg 
David  RttsacH  Hcmeter 

Dr.  William  B.  Thompson 


kIs.  Chtfksoc  S.  Henry 
Etetec  Hcrrliv 

kir.  W.  B.  Herring  Jr. 

Mrs.  Marten  Hesvitt 

kin.  Norman  E.  ONeaJ 
Preattes  E  Hkks 

Mn.  Bobbie  N.  Sanderford 
Mrs.  Violet  HIgitebothani 

Sbuqualak  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Coats 
Mrs.  Karen  Mambower 

Mr.  A  Mn.  John  England 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Randy  Rich.  Emily 
A  Abby 

Mr.  C.  Gayle  Murray 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Hallnm 
Mrs.  Earlean  Nabors 

Mn.  Hope  P.  Wells 
Mr.  Earl  E  NaU 

Jim  A  Janet  Nail 
Mr.  James  H.  Nail 
Robert  NaU 

The  Bill  Curtis  Iramily  Curtis 
Mrs.  Heten^Newsome 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Dr.  John  M.  Norssrortby 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Wallen 
Dr.  A  Mra.  Bobby  D.  Moore 


Hon.  A  kin.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 


Mr.  A  kin.  Don  O.  Baker 
Glea  S.  Dovidsaa 

Mr.  A  Mrs  J.  D.  Neal 
Mlltoa  D.  Davis 

Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Re^.  S.  W.  (Tommy)  Davis 

Lauderdale  Cty  Baptist  Assoc 
Sara  Deady 

Graeber  Brochen.  Inc. 

('beater  Denham 

Mra.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Ms.  Lete  Mae  Derry  berry 

Billy  Swindle  SSC.  FBC-Summii 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Callender  Jr. 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Robert  M.  Hanvey 
Andrea  Dodd 

Mn.  Tena  Ha.skins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E.  Oark 
Mrs.  AdeHc  DruaMnonds 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Harrett  A  'f>ltr  Dyem 

Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Srunlivant 
Cfytce  Eaves 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bruges 
Mrs.  Dora  Edwards 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Kam  Quinn 
Mrs.  Msrgarcl  Ettls 

The  Manning  Family 
Aduh  Men  s  SSC.  Sprii«5eld  BC 
Springfietd  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ptartear  Eshee 
Mr.  W  B  Wdl> 


Arlington  Heights  BC-Pucagoula 
Sr.  Aduh  SSC.  Arte^  Hghn  BC 
Howard  Melons 

Hon.  A  Mn.  Jess  H.  thekinson 
Phala  Mangum 

Cindy  A  Edrw  Hamngion 
Kenneth  Mann  j 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips  ' 
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Mr.  A  Mra.  Phillip  R.  Hilloo 
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Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
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Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Marvhi  Limerlefc 
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Mr.  A  Mra.  James  E  Palmer 
Billy  Lovett 
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Tom  A  Adrene  Holltegs worth 

Mn.  Lucile  H.  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  J.  D.  Howell 
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Mra.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
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Mrs.  Norma  Jm  Jacks 

Mr  A  Mra.  Thomas  E  Waroock 
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Mr.  A  Mra.  Thomas  E  Pittman 
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Dr  A  Mn.  Phillip  B  Murray 
Mrs.  WMmer  JauMS 

Mr.  A  Mn.  B  R.  Taylor 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Freddie  Townsend 
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Ms.  Faye  M.  OambFclI 
Mrs.  Jewel  Weathersby 
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Mr.  A  Mn.  Glen  King 
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Mr.  A  Mra.  John  E  Lee 
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Mra.  Christine  Smith 
Nigel  Zachnry  Wcatwartk 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rives  B.  Lowrey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanford  E  Wilkie 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Frances  M.  Wilkie 
Mr  Robert  E  Wilkie 


Dr.  Jack  Q.  Causey 
Louise  Brantley  Pace 

Mr  A  Mn.  Charles  E  Shelton 
Mr.  Robert  Pace 

Frances  A  Joe  Spei^Ms 
Wteale  Lea  Pahaer 

Mr.  Chet  Gardner 
Mr.  Charles  Parham 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  Onemi 
Mn.  Myrl  McCormick 
James  Derek  Parker 

Mr  A  Mn.  Jim  Blair 


Chmlocie  E  Hollinger 
Patricia  Wrilmgtoo 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C  H.  WHsoa 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Ray  aWlteoa 

Patsy  V  Bostick 
C.  Annr  V.  Cloy 
Rev.  Ralph  Winders 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Carroll  E  Jarvis 


J.L.  Travis, 
BMC  prof, 
dies  at  81 

James  L.  "Jack"  Travis,  long¬ 
time  professor  at  Baptist-affiliat¬ 
ed  Blue  Mountain  College 
(BMC)  in  Blue  Mountain,  died 
February  13  at  the  North 
Mississippi 
Medical 
Center  in 
Tupelo.  '^He 
was  81  years 
of  age. 

Travis,  a 
graduate  of 
Oklahoma 
Baptist 
University 
and  New  Tnvis 
Orleans 

Seminary  (Th.D),  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  cnuches  in  Oklahoma, 
Louisiaoa,  and  Mississippi 
before  becoming  Professor  of 
Biblical  Studies  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  1960. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
February  1 5  at  Calvary  Church, 
Tupelo,  with  interment  in  Blue 
Mountain  Cemetary. 

Travis  is  survived  by  his  wife 
of  54  years,  Lucille  Travis  of 
Tupelo,  one  daughter,  three 
sons,  and  12  grandchildren. 


Temple  Mount  treasures  likely  lost  forever 


new  discoveries  at  the  Temple 
Moimt  —  die  Jerusalem  site  nuit 
carries  great  significance  to  die 
Christian,  Jewish,  and  Muslim 
faidis  —  is  tempered  by  the  4p- 
structive  events  that  led  to  diem. 

Barkay,  professor  of  ardiaeology 
at  Bar  Dan  University  near  Tel  Avnr, 
visited  to  New  Cfrleans  Baptist 
Seminary  for  a  Janu^  27  lecture 
^xmsored  by  the  seminary's  Cente* 
for  Archaeological  Research. 

"In  November  1999,  the 


tors  demolishing  structures  dating 
to  the  Twelfth  Century  Crusades. 


PILLAGED  PILLARS  —  Ancient  pillars  from  the  Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem  have  been  demol¬ 
ished  by  Palestinians  in  recent  years  and  dumped  in  the  nearby  Kidron  Valley.  Archaeologists  fear 
that  centuries  of  Christian  and  Jewish  history  are  being  systematically  destroyed.  (BP  photo  cour¬ 
tesy  of  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Destruction  of  Antiquities  on  the  Temple  Mount). 

sheets.  Each  pile  was  marked  with  the  "Christianity  is  a  religion  based  on  a  God 
dons  we  exact  place  of  origin  and  exact  droth  we  who  acts,"  Ortiz  said,  'because  of  that  [the 
o  Imows  could  estimate  from  which  it  Ccune.'*  Temple  Mount]  takes  on  a  Mcredness,  not 

defaced  His  team  used  sifting  machines  to  sj^a-  because  of  the  space  it  cxrcnrpies  but  because 
aturated  rate  stones  from  more  delicate  items.  Then  it  provides  tangible  eviclence  for  the  histor- 
dumj^  they  began  searching  through  the  material  icm  events  associated  with  the  life  of  Jesus." 
t  of  the  by  hand.  "This  effort  already  yielded  some  Barkay  prefaced  his  account  of  cur^t 
scores  of  coins,"  he  said.  "We  have  coins  events  at  the  Temple  Mount  witii  an  overview 
ti<m  arti-  from  the  12th  century,  the  19th  century,  up  of  its  historical  and  religious  significance. 

» the  first  to  the  first  century  B.C.  We  have  some  sec-  Muslims  believe  the  Tenmle  Mount  is 
;red  up,  ond-century  B.C.  Antonian  coins.  We  have  the  place  where  Muhammacf,  the  prophet 
of  "these  some  Hercxiian  coins."  of  Islam,  ascended  to  heaven.  On  the 

t.  The  team  foimd  a  Christian  charm  bear-  other  hand,  for  Jews  and  Christians,  the 

jnitoring  ing  the  image  of  John  the  Bapfet  with  an  Temple  Moimt  is  the  place  where  the 
"  he  said  inrant  Jesus  and  the  Jordan  fever  in  the  Jewish  temple  once  stood  and  is  the  "cen- 
it.  Today  background.  They  found  an  alabaster  dish  ter  of  spiritual  and  religious  national 
oing  our  from  tiie  Persian  Period  and  an  ivoty  comb  aspirations  of  the  Jews  in  Israel,"  Barkay 
from  the  Second  Temple  period.  Though  said.  In  addition,  the  Temple  Mount  was 
put  his  much  had  already  been  lost,  the  substance  where  Jesus  taught  and  overturned  the 
mon;  he  of  what  ti^  are  finding  is  encouraging  moneychangers'  tables, 
lumping  amid  the  delicate  and  unfortunate  situation.  Jewish  tradition  holds  that  rock  at  the 
What  occurs  at  the  Temple  Mount  is  not  summit  of  the  Temple  Mount  was  the  first 
5  the  dirt  merely  an  Israeli  affair  or  a  Jewish  issue,  rock  laid  down  as  the  foundation  of  the  ^t 
3ved  the  noted  Steven  Ortiz,  director  of  the  Center  of  creation,  Barkay  said.  The  tradition 
area,"  he  for  Archaeological  Research.  Christians  holds  that  creation  of  the  world  began 
h  plastic  have  a  cormection  to  the  situation  as  well.  there.  It  is  also  at  tiie  summit  of  the  Temple 

, .  .  -  .1 — - - ...  '  Mount  where  Jews  believe  Abraham,  oy 

faith,  bound  Isaac  when  God  commanded 
him  to  sacrifice  hfa  only  son. 

On  that  bedrock,  Solomon  built  the 
-  First  Temple  in  the  10th  century  B.C. 

^ That  temple  stood  for  400  years  before 
‘  burned  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 

of  Babylon  (2  Kings  25). 

"After  decades,  the  decree  of 

King  Cyrus  brought  the  back  from 

Babylonian  captivity  to  Jerusalem,  and 
B.C.,  the  ^ond  Temple  was  inaugu- 


TEMPLE  TALK  —  Israeli  archaeologist  Gabriel  Barkay  (right)  speaks  about  recent 
events  at  the  Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem  during  a  lecture  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
Jan.  27.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NOBTS) 
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